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AN EXPLOSION OF COLOR AT THE HOLI FE STIVAL
For the first time, Georgia Southern students celebrated Holi, also known as the Hindu
Festival of Colors or the Festival of Love. The joyous celebration marks the arrival of
spring and offers revelers the opportunity to toss colored powders in the air to coat
their friends in the season's vibrant hues.
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LETTER FROM ALUMNI RELATIONS DIRECTOR
The Georgia
Southern University
Alumni Association
expanded its base
last month when
more than 3,300
undergraduate
and graduate
students received
their degrees at
Spring Commencement. Members of
Eagle Nation are passionate, loyal
and never fail to show their True Blue
spirit. The Alumni Association serves
the University by fostering lifelong
relationships with alumni and friends
through programs and services that
enhance the continued growth of
Georgia Southern.

In the past year, the Alumni Association
hosted an array of memorable events,
including the biennial Alumni Awards,
the Class of 2014 “40 Under 40” Alumni
Awards, and the unique Evening with
the President events, which allowed
alumni to gather in different cities across
Georgia and in Florida, to network and
share their passion for Georgia Southern.
The Association keeps busy at dozens
of locations all year through our Alumni
Networks, Southern Women events,
Eagle Outreach activities, Alumni
Scholarship Program and many more
local activities. I want to thank all alumni
who have supported the Association and
I encourage others to connect with us
through any of these activities.

This issue of Georgia Southern magazine
celebrates our outstanding Alumnus of
the Year and the other Alumni Award
recipients. At least 5,000 couples not
only found true love with a fellow
Eagle but also a lifetime partner. You
will read about some of these Southern
Sweethearts in the magazine as well.
We also look at the success of the men’s
basketball team in its inaugural season
in the Sun Belt Conference.
Thank you for your continued support
and please let us know how your Alumni
Association may assist you.
Wendell Tompkins ('87)
Senior Director of Alumni Relations and
Annual Giving

TRUE BLUE spotlight
30 YEARS OF GLORY
Glory, one of Georgia Southern’s
beloved bald eagles, turned 30 in
March. To celebrate, the Center for
Wildlife Education and Lamar Q Ball, Jr.
Raptor Center hosted a day of birthday
activities, which included prizes, cake
and a flighted raptor show.
“Turning 30 was a big day for Glory,”
said Casey McCall Corbett, education
coordinator at the Wildlife Center. “We
wanted to make it all about her.”
Since first appearing at football games
in the 1990s, the revered matriarch has
presided over numerous events, including
three national championships. She has
relinquished her mascot responsibilities
to our current bald eagle, Freedom. Glory
now welcomes visitors to the Center for
Wildlife Education while sitting high in
her nest on the Raptor Walkway.
For the birthday celebration, Wildlife
Center Director Steve Hein presented a
program on eagles, highlighting Glory's
story so that everyone in attendance got
a chance to know this “mighty” bird a
little better.

Glory's story started in 1985 when
her egg was retrieved from a nest in
the Florida Everglades by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. She successfully
hatched from her egg and was eventually
released in the Gulf Shores area of
Mississippi. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service had hoped she would find a mate,
lay eggs and help the endangered bald
eagle population. Unfortunately, her
story in the wild ended too soon. She was
shot while flying near Albany, Georgia.
The injury required the amputation of
part of her left wing.
Then in the fall of 1990, Georgia Southern
was just minutes away from winning a
fourth football national championship.
During the live televised game, a
cameraman focused in on a bird of prey
flying high over the stadium and the
sports announcer commented that it
was Georgia Southern's mascot. As wellmeaning as he was, he did not realize
it was a turkey vulture. Hein, a master
falconer, was contacted for help and after
making a few calls to the Fish and Wildlife
Service, Glory was placed with Georgia
Southern University.

This Georgia Southern ambassador
is a powerful representation of the
University’s True Blue spirit, and fans
can visit Glory and the other bald eagles
at the Center for Wildlife Education
and Lamar Q Ball, Jr. Raptor Center on
campus Monday through Friday and
most Saturdays during the months of
September through May.

THEN AND NOW

1 9 76 WVGS 91.9 signed on the air 41 years
ago as a student-run radio station. Many of our
alumni may remember the first song played
was “Statesboro Blues” by the Allman Brothers
Band. A year after it was created in Sanford
Hall, the studio moved to the Williams Center
where it remained until last year when it
relocated to its original home, Sanford Hall. This
photo shows what the FM radio station looked
like in 1976. Check out the old turntables, the
reel-to-reel tape deck, the mounted speakers,
the rack of magnetic tape cartridges (they
resemble 8-track tapes) and the shelves of
vinyl albums.
The station broadcast at only 10 Watts back
then. In 1984, the FCC granted authority for
the station to operate at 1,000 watts. It has
been at that level ever since. The room shown
in the picture above, now houses the 1,000
watt, solid-state, transmitter currently in use.

2 015

In comparison, digital recordings have replaced all things analog at today’s 91.9 The Buzz. Students can choose from
thousands of recordings including songs, voice tracks and public service announcements, which are stored on a single software
machine the station uses for music rotation. They can play from multiple genres of music, including pop, country, rap, rock,
alternative and even South Korean, Latin and Caribbean. Today’s studio contains an audio board, over-the-air microphones and
computers. The studio also houses an interview room and a production room. The staff includes a station manager, a news director, a
sports director, program directors and music directors.
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EAGLES
IN LOVE
“Where did you meet?” is a question married couples hear often.
For many of our alumni, the answer is simply Georgia Southern.
True love and marriage has blossomed between more than
5,000 Eagle alumni couples including Adam Pace (’11) and Emily
Cannady (’13) who met in an art class. They dated for more than
two years, and when it came time to propose, Pace took his
girlfriend to the most romantic spot on campus: the lush green
lawn of Sweetheart Circle. In the spring of 2014, the graphic
design majors returned to the Circle to tie the knot in front of
friends, family and GUS, the University mascot.
Emily’s paternal
grandparents, Linda
Paschal and Benny
Cannady, also found
their soul mate at
Georgia Southern.
“My mother and
daughter graduated
exactly 50 years
apart,” says Emily’s
father, Dal Cannady
(‘90), the bureau
chief for WTOC-TV in
Savannah. “Bringing
together two couples
that I love is one of many reasons that Georgia Southern has a
special place in my heart.”
We asked several alumni couples to share their stories of how
they went from Georgia Southern sweethearts to husband
and wife. Now we invite you to join us as we take a walk down
memory lane to a place of lasting love.

G E ORG I A S OU T H E R N. E DU/ M AG A Z I N E
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THE KRUEGLERS

Is He The One?

City Girl and Small Town Boy

KERRY WHITE KRUEGLER (’91) AND TODD KRUEGLER (’92)

SHANNON STEWART ROBBINS (’07) AND
GREGORY ROBBINS (’08)

Todd and I were in the same biology class during the first
quarter in 1986. Just a row or two separated us in the Biology
Building Lecture Hall. But it wasn’t until we went to an Alpha
Phi Omega information meeting that we met. I remember
thinking, “Is he the one?”
Todd, my roommate, Julie, and I started hanging out at baseball
games, football games and the movies. We dated different
people. It wasn’t until December 1989 that we went on our first
date. At that point, Todd had been gone from Georgia Southern
for a little bit but was coming back in January.
Todd worked several jobs
simultaneously at a bar, the
Student Union and the car wash;
and I worked at both Pizza Inns.
The busy working and college
schedules didn’t interrupt our
dating life.
He asked me to marry him during Thanksgiving break in 1992
at the top of Stone Mountain near Atlanta. We were married on
December 18, 1993, and this year we are celebrating more than
21 years of marriage, but, to me, that isn’t the fun part to tell. I
always like to say, “We were friends for three years. Dated for
four. And have been married for 21. We have known each other
more than half our lives.”
Today, we live in Lawrenceville, Georgia, with our two boys, a
senior and freshman in high school.
Kerry Kruegler earned her degree in Early Childhood Education
and Todd Kruegler earned a bachelor’s in Marketing.
8
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We met at Georgia Southern the first week of my sophomore
year through mutual friends. We hit it off immediately and were
pretty much inseparable from the beginning – the city girl from
Augusta and the small town boy from Waycross, Georgia.
We spent as much time together as we
could. I remember Gregory would ride
his bike to my residence hall (Southern
Courtyard) in between classes. We
also enjoyed playing intramural
volleyball together as well as going
to the Recreation Activity Center. I
remember countless ball games and
some fun concerts as well. Another
favorite memory is getting our dog
Beazle. We had only been dating a few
months when Gregory got him and he
is still with us 10 years later.
One of our favorite spots was El Sombrero. We went to the
restaurant at least two times a week it seems. We have been
back to Georgia Southern a few times and we always stop at
El Som. It was fun this last time to tell our 4-year-old, “This is
where Mommy and Daddy met.”
Gregory and I were married in 2008, and we have another son
who is almost 2 years old. Georgia Southern will always have a
special place in my heart. It is the place that started it all.
Shannon Robbins has a degree in Community Health and her
MBA in Healthcare Administration. Gregory Robbins majored in
Logistics and Intermodal Transportation.

THE ARNOLDS

"We loved getting burgers at
Parkway Motel (best ever),
meeting between classes
in Sweetheart Circle and
attending the wonderful
concerts on campus."
-Susan Powell Arnold

First Meeting
SUSAN POWELL ARNOLD (’70) AND
STEPHEN ARNOLD (’70)
Steve and I met in our freshman English class in 1966 and
married in 1969, the summer before our senior year. While
students, we loved getting burgers at Parkway Motel (best ever),
meeting between classes in Sweetheart Circle and attending
the wonderful concerts on campus. We remember seeing Percy
Sledge, The Tams, Chad and Jeremy and The Lettermen perform.
My children can’t believe that we had curfews, and girls couldn’t
wear pants or shorts on campus except from sundown on Friday
until sundown on Sunday.
We were members of the original group of students who talked
to the Dean of Men and Women about bringing national social
fraternities to Georgia Southern. Steve is a member of Alpha
Tau Omega fraternity and I joined Kappa Delta. We graduated

in 1970, and will soon celebrate our 46th Anniversary. We have
three married children, four perfect grandchildren and reside in
Huntsville, Alabama.
I recently retired after teaching kindergarten and first grade
for 32 years and Steve retired from a career in Contract
Administration. I will forever be grateful for the amazing
teaching experiences I had at Georgia Southern—especially
the BLOCK classes, and student teaching at Sally Zetterower
Elementary.
These days, we love to attend Georgia Southern football
games that are close to our Alabama home, and hope to visit
Statesboro soon to see if our initials are still carved in the tree at
Sweetheart Circle. Go Eagles!
Susan Arnold has a degree in Early Childhood/Elementary
Education. Steve Arnold majored in Business Administration.
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THE PINIONS

Making Beautiful Music

Love and Marriage

GENE PINION (’79) AND CINDY LACOUNT PINION (’79)

ERIKA BRAYBOY COLLIER (’05) AND CURT COLLIER (’05)

I am from Augusta and in 1976, I transferred to Georgia
Southern my junior year. I played trumpet in the StatesboroGeorgia Southern Symphony Orchestra. At our first fall
rehearsal, I asked the conductor, Dr. John Kolpitcke, a question,
and I noticed this very attractive violist, Cindy LaCount, from
Savannah, smiling at me. A few days later at the film screening
of a Marx Brothers double
feature in the political science
auditorium, I saw her walk in and
I "made my move." We've been
making beautiful music together
ever since.

Curt and I knew of each other throughout our college experience;
however, we did not become friends until two months prior to
our graduation. Nine months after we first started dating, we
were married and had jobs teaching children in the Atlanta area.
When we were students at Georgia Southern, Curt was involved
in the Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity and I was a
member of the Delta
Sigma Theta sorority. We
remember that we could
go anywhere in town
without driving for more
than ten minutes.

We dated throughout our college
years. Both of us worked at the
Zach S. Henderson Library and
we spent a lot of time in the Foy
Fine Arts Building and enjoyed
free afternoons relaxing near the
lakes. Cindy and I were married
and after retiring as a U.S. Army
Bandsman, I spent 10 years as a fine arts presenter. Cindy has
been a string music teacher and paraprofessional for over 20
years. We have two sons, Kyle, the Southeast regional director
for the Multiple Sclerosis Association of America, and Kenneth,
a doctoral student at Stony Brook University. Thanks, Georgia
Southern.
Gene Pinion has a bachelor’s in History and Cindy Pinion has a
bachelor’s in Music Education.
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Our relationship today is
full of love and serving
one another the best
way that we know how.
In December, we will
have been married for 10
years. With four children,
it is a busy season for us.
Erika Collier, the first
African-American to
win the Miss Georgia
Southern University
scholarship pageant,
graduated with a degree in Spanish and Curt Collier earned a
bachelor’s in Social Studies Education.

THE CROYS

THE CROSBYS

The Plan

Meant to Be

KATHY DIANE CROY (’86) AND STEPHEN CROY (’86)

UNCHU KIM CROSBY (’04) AND STEPHEN CROSBY (’04)

Steve and I met initially in the halls of "Hollis College" in 1985.
The story is that he found out my schedule and waited in the
halls to talk to me. As I hurried to class every day, I wondered
why he and his friend were always casually standing around.
Little did I know it was all part of "the plan."

Steve and I dated for about nine months before we were married
three years ago, but our friends and family say that we have
been dating since we were 16 years old. Surprisingly enough,
we didn’t actually date as students at Georgia Southern;
however, we were the best of friends and we went to each other
for everything. All of our mutual friends encouraged us to date
and repeatedly told us that we were perfect for each other and
“meant to be.” I think that God used our time at Georgia Southern
to groom us and cultivate us into the people that he wanted us
to be before truly bringing us together.

We were finally
introduced at
the annual Zeta
Tau Alpha/Alpha
Tau Omega (ATO)
Halloween social.
This was always
one of the most fun
socials of the year.
I was Cleopatra. He
was a cowboy. I’ve
often wondered if I
would’ve still caught
his eye if I had chosen
the “Tweedle Dee”
costume instead of
Cleopatra.
On May 2, we
celebrated our
28th wedding
anniversary. We have
a son, Stephen Brett Croy Jr., who is also an ATO and graduated
from Georgia Southern in 2013. Our daughter, Bailee, is a
sophomore at UGA where she is a Kappa Delta. Joining the rest
of the Georgia Southern family, Bailee has also taken summer
classes at Georgia Southern. My husband, Steve, is a real estate
developer, and I am a technology integration specialist at
Richmond Hill Middle School near Savannah.
Steve Croy graduated with a degree in Business, and Kathy Croy
graduated with a degree in Management Information Systems.

Some of our fondest memories include baseball games in
the spring, oyster roasts in our backyard when the weather
started to cool and spending summers on campus as SOAR
leaders, which allowed us to introduce incoming freshman to
the wonders of Georgia Southern. We loved our school then
and still do until this day. We
are season ticket holders for
Georgia Southern football,
but we keep up with baseball
and basketball as well. We
were actually on the way
to watch the Eagles take on
Appalachian State when
Steve proposed to me on
a trail at the bottom of a
waterfall on Blue Ridge
Parkway. We got married
at the Statesboro Primitive
Baptist Church because Sweetheart Circle was taken that day
for the Arts Festival. After the ceremony, we immediately
snuck onto campus for a photo opportunity. My husband and
I could not be more proud to be Georgia Southern alumni and
supporters. Our greatest joy is our 18-month-old son, Walker.
UnChu Crosby earned a degree in Public Relations and Steve
Crosby earned a degree in Business Administration.
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TASTE OF
EXCITEMENT
Eagle couple raises hot new restaurant
from the flames
IN THE BLACK PREDAWN OF AUGUST 26, 2014, SENI AND JANETTA ALABI-ISAMA (’03 ) WATCHED A
DREAM GO UP IN RED FLAMES. Their fledgling Statesboro restaurant, South and Vine Public House, was
gone. In under two years, the eclectic menu and the ever-present sense of welcome had made it a downtown
favorite, attracting students and their visiting parents, alumni and the Statesboro community. It had earned
favorable reviews in regional publications and even a visit from former President Jimmy Carter for a postcommencement meal with a graduating grandson. Now it was gone.
“There were 30- to 40-foot flames coming out of the building,” said Seni. “It was just devastation.”
12
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OUT OF THE ASHE S
Far left: Communication Arts major, Kris
Wilkins caught footage of South and
Vine Public House the night it went up
in flames.
Immediate left: Rebekah Faulk ('05)
a loyal customer, photographed the
boarded up restaurant displaying True
Blue spirit.
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"We need this restaurant. It’s
an outlet for us, and we didn’t
know how much until we lost it."
-Janetta Alabi-Isama

Yet, from those flames came a flicker of new possibility. Within
months, 441 Public Kitchen and Bar began to rise: a new location
on South Main, a logo and a Facebook page with over a thousand
fans, literally hungry for the bistro’s return. That’s high praise for
any restaurateur, but no one is more impatient than the owners
for the opening. “We need this restaurant,” affirms Janetta. “It’s an
outlet for us, and we didn’t know how much until we lost it.”
If that seems like an unusual viewpoint, a little history on the
Alabi-Isamas will help. Seni, an Atlanta-area native, came to
Georgia Southern in 1997 to study history and English. He and
Janetta dated in high school, and she arrived on campus a few
years later, graduating with a bachelor’s in Special Education.
Seni had already launched a successful computer business and
Janetta began her career as a special education teacher.
As they began to build a post-college life in Statesboro, they
found themselves drawn to a local restaurant, Christopher’s.
“That’s where I met everyone who’s a friend,” laughs Seni.

14
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When it closed, there was a hole in their social life. The couple
sometimes filled the gap by entertaining their old friends at
home at what they call “Seni’s feasts.” Seni started cooking with
his mother and grandmother when he was 8 years old. “People
told him for years he should open a restaurant,” Janetta insists,
“but he didn’t realize what he does is special.”
In the meantime, Seni’s computer business was going well. “Too
well,” Janetta says. “He was busy, tired and stressed all the
time.” His stress reliever? Cooking. “He’d come home at 8:30 or 9
o’clock and start cooking to relax.”
When another restaurant Seni loved closed in 2013, he decided
to take the space – and the leap of faith into his own restaurant.
“I had no idea what it took to run a restaurant,” he recalls. In fact,
he’d never even worked in one. What he did have was a gift for
cooking, an entrepreneurial edge, and experience running a
business. “I researched everything,” he laughs, “and changed if
something wasn’t working.”

AT TENTION TO DETAIL
The Alabi-Isamas' new kitchen will be
making nearly everything from scratch,
and the dining room will include details
like a mural of historic South Main Street
that features the location of their old
restaurant.

Success came quickly, built as much on guests’ warm
connection with Seni and Janetta as their appreciation of the
food. The couple recognized people who came in, knew their
favorite dishes and remembered their favorite table. “We made
it a place where people felt at home, enjoyed the food, and
wanted to hang out,” says Seni. “It was so much fun,” adds
Janetta who would teach all day and still find herself energized
by the hustle and bustle of the dining room. “We’re just very
social people.”
With the rebuilding of the new restaurant, their recipe for
success has been super-sized. In a tasty twist of fate, it takes
over the space of Seni’s beloved Christopher’s, creating a
restaurant double the size of the lost South and Vine. There
is twice the seating and a full bar. The kitchen is state of the
art, including a full bakery. “We made a lot of our food from
scratch before, and now it will be almost everything. The new
restaurant features house-made barbecue sauces, desserts,
breads, and even ketchup and mayonnaise.” There’s a focus on

locally grown, seasonal and sustainable food, too. “People who
come here have an expectation of quality. ‘Good enough’ is not
what we do.”
The restaurant plans to continue a tradition of bringing the
unexpected to the table. It might be a new take on an old
favorite or a chance to sample rabbit or elk. Says Seni, “Why
would people want to eat the same thing every time they
come?” To garner fresh ideas for their business, Seni and Janetta
spend their vacations visiting restaurants. 441 Public even has a
library of hundreds of cookbooks to inspire Seni and the staff.
With the move to a new location, you can see there’s a different
kind of fire burning in this new restaurant—the fire of Seni’s
and Janetta’s spirit to serve up great meals and good times.
“441 Public is going to be the kind of place where I’d want to be
whether it was mine or not,” promises Seni. Janetta agrees. “We
want people to come as they are and stay as long as they want.”
- lynn lilly
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“I JUST WANT TO BE
A GOOD GUY”
Archie Manning talks football, leadership and life

“Turn your obstacles into opportunities”
might sound like a self-help cliche, but
there are few people who can say it with
the authenticity and humility of Archie
Manning.
The former NFL quarterback—now more
famous for being the father of Super
Bowl-winning pro quarterbacks Peyton
and Eli Manning—was the featured
speaker at the Georgia Southern
Leadership Lecture Series event, held
in March at Hanner Fieldhouse. In his
remarks, he explored a topic he knows a
great deal about: leadership in the face
of adversity.
“Folks, the question is not, ‘Will you
face adversity?’” he said. “The question
is, ‘What will you do when you face
adversity? Will you get bitter? Or will you
get better?’”
Almost inexplicably, Manning has
managed the latter.
Among football fans, he’s renowned for
his exploits as a quarterback for Ole Miss.
In 1969, he set an NCAA single-game
record when he amassed 540 yards
against the University of Alabama. It’s a
record that stood for 43 years.
What fans may not know is that only a
few months before he accomplished this
feat, Manning arrived home to find his
father had committed suicide. In the wake
of such a tragedy, the young quarterback
displayed an inner strength that eclipsed
his feats on the field and came to
characterize his life.
He continued this uncanny resilience
in the professional football ranks. He
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was the second player chosen in the
1971 NFL draft, a two-time selection to
the Pro Bowl and was named the NFC
Most Valuable Player in 1978. Off the
field, he garnered several humanitarian
and sportsmanship awards and the U.S.
Jaycees named him one of 10 Outstanding
Young Americans.
More remarkable, however, is that he was
able to keep this optimism and winning
attitude while he led the then-dismal
New Orleans Saints—unaffectionately
called the “Ain’ts” by their fans at the time
—to nine losing seasons in 11 years.
Most remarkable of all, however, is that
despite all the tragedy and failures,
Manning instilled a legacy of excellence
into his sons Cooper, Peyton and Eli—all
of them successful in their careers and
just as generous with their time and
money as their father.
In the face of such adversity, how did
Manning create this exceptional life?
“After losing my dad, my mother was
strong,” he said. “One of the things that
was so impressive about her was her
attitude. She was always up. That can be
a contagious thing.”
It was his mother, too, who taught
Manning about priorities. He said the first
time she mentioned priorities, he asked,
“What’s that?” She made him look it up in
the dictionary. He said it means “what’s
most important,” and it’s the true north
for him and his family.
“I think it’s important for our young
people today that we get them as early as
they can to recognize what their priorities

should be and line them up,” he said.
“Sometimes we all need to reflect back on
that. It’s not hard to get away from them,
but I think there’s an order there, and it
starts with your faith and your family
and goes right down the line from there.”
And when he thinks about his sons, it’s
their priorities that impress him most. His
eldest son, Cooper, donated a gym to his
daughter’s school. Eli set up a children’s
cancer clinic in Jackson, Mississippi.
Peyton founded a children’s hospital in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
“In all three cases, I told them, ‘This is
your finest hour,’” he said.
After the lecture, students were invited
to ask Manning questions on a range of
topics. One student asked him what he
would like his legacy to be: a football
player, a community leader or a mixture
of both.
His answer was a story about his father.
It was Manning’s freshman year at Ole
Miss, and he was reporting to football
camp before classes started. The drive
from his hometown of Drew, Mississippi,
to Oxford was only eight miles, but he
cherished the time with his dad.
“My dad was driving me, and I told him, ‘I
need to pick a major. What do you think I
ought to study?’” Manning recounted.
“My dad said, ‘You’ll decide what you need
to study and whatever you decide, you’ll
work hard at it. I just want you to be a
good guy.'"
“And that’s what I try to do.” - doy cave
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OUTSTANDING
SERVICE
Walking into the office of Professor David Stone,
Ph.D., is like walking through a museum of Georgia
Southern history.
The math professor is known for saving absolutely
everything over the course of his 47-year career
with Georgia Southern, and his office truly captures
every significant moment he’s had at the University.
Pictures are everywhere—on the walls and his desk.
Papers are stacked all around the office in knee-high

The professor says he is pretty old-fashioned in how
he teaches, but he notes that technology has brought
about many changes in the classroom. “I’ll bring up
a question in class and someone will Google it on
their smartphone, and every kid’s got a graphing
calculator,” Stone said. “It’s really changed the way
you think about what goes on in a math class.”
Stone admits he absolutely loves the students and
says that earning the title of “Professor of the Year”

Professor Reflects on Nearly a
Half Century of Teaching
piles. An old graduation cap and gown rest over the
side of a chair. All the items have a special meaning
to the professor, and his stories about each of them
are captivating.
Stone came to Statesboro in 1968. He had recently
graduated with his doctorate from the University
of South Carolina and was looking for a career
opportunity. When he stepped off the plane in
historic, sunny Savannah, he quickly said, “Where’s
the dotted line? I’m ready to sign.”
Stone says his arrival in Statesboro coincided with
a “tumultuous time for the country.” It was the year
Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy were
assassinated. North Korea captured the USS Pueblo
and North Vietnam launched the Tet Offensive
against the United States and South Vietnam.
At that time, Georgia Southern had barely 5,000
students, no football team and John Olin Eidson
was the college president. Allen E. Paulson stadium
was just an old pecan orchard and when boosters
bought the field to build the stadium, Stone recalls
driving out with his buddies to snag firewood from
the field. “The ‘Boro was quite a different world back
then,” he said.

in 2001 is one of his most valued accomplishments
because the recognition came from students.
The trophy he earned from playing intramural
racquetball with math Professor Malcolm Smith—
the “highlight of [his] athletic career”—is a close
second, though.
Stone has earned many awards, including the
Mathematical Association of America Meritorious
Service Award, the Georgia Southern University
College of Science and Technology Teaching Award
and the Georgia Southern Award for Excellence in
Contributions to Instruction.
Stone retired in 2008, and then came back to teach
math part time. He calls it the “Retired, Rehired”
program.
These days, the professor emeritus enjoys working
out at the Recreation Activity Center three times
a week, and spending time with his wife, three
daughters and five grandkids. He most looks forward
to relaxing at his condo in Hilton Head, South
Carolina, when he retires for good. When will that
day come? “I’m winging it, but I figure 50 years is
the cap. I don’t think this office will hold much more
stuff.” - aubrey trevathan
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ANOTHER
LEAP FORWARD
New Interdisciplinary Classroom Building Approved
The Georgia Southern campus will
undergo another transformation in the
months ahead with the addition of a
new multipurpose academic classroom
building. The Georgia General Assembly
allocated $33.6 million for the building in
the 2016 state budget.
“We are deeply indebted to Gov. Nathan
Deal, our state lawmakers and the
University System of Georgia for
supporting funding for this building,
which we have desperately needed for
a long time to better serve our students
and faculty,” said University President
Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D.
The Interdisciplinary Classroom building
is in the early planning stages; however,
it will become the new location for
several academic programs, currently
housed in four temporary buildings.
The new interdisciplinary facility will
be located on the current site of the

RETURN VISIT Georgia Gov. Nathan
Deal returned to Georgia Southern
University on May 11 to sign the new
$21.8 billion state budget. In addition
to funding the new Interdisciplinary
Classroom Building, the fiscal year
2016 budget allocates $1 million to
help the University establish the
first undergraduate manufacturing
engineering degree program in Georgia
and in the Southeast. This was the second
year that the governor held a budgetsigning ceremony in front of the Marvin
Pittman Administration Building.
ROTC program near the Carroll and
Information Technology Buildings. Last
year, the state approved $9.5 million
for the construction of a permanent
Military Science Building and once that
construction is completed, work can
begin on the new classroom building.
“This building will provide state-ofthe-art classroom technology in terms

of audiovisual equipment and tools,
and will serve as a model for modern
pedagogy,” said the University president.
“It will become a facility that will
encourage student-centered teaching
and learning, and provide opportunities
for collaboration across campus,"
added Keel. "It is our hope and intent
for this to become an interdisciplinary
environment.”
G E ORG I A S OU T H E R N. E DU/ M AG A Z I N E
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TAKING THE STAGE

Georgia Southern Production, Students Win National Honors
It’s a play with explicit language and uncomfortable themes, but
Georgia Southern’s production of David Mamet’s play, “Race,”
roused the attention of the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.
In January, “Race” was one of only four productions selected for
performance at the Kennedy Center American College Theater
Festival (KCACTF) for Region IV, held at the Albany Municipal
Auditorium in Albany, Georgia. The KCACTF chose “Race” from
among more than 60 productions in the region, which includes
colleges and universities from southern Virginia down to
Florida, as well as Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.
Once the eight regional festivals were concluded, the KCACTF
chose national winners from among the 36 finalists across the
United States. Georgia Southern’s production of “Race” won the
Distinguished Production of a Contemporary Play award.
“We were one of four schools nationwide given that distinction,
which is pretty good,” said Lisa Abbott, professor of theatre and
director of the play. “It’s like winning the Super Bowl, you know?
Getting invited to regionals is a big enough deal, but being
chosen as one of the national contemporary performances was
a really big deal.”
At the performance in Albany, “Race” was a hit. KCACTF bloggers
reported that, at the play’s conclusion, some people in the
audience didn’t wait for the lights or a curtain call to begin their
standing ovation. KCACTF blogger James Lex wrote, “If the goal
was to light a fire of conversation about the brutal questions of
racism, then this production uses an abundance of matches.”
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At the Black Box Theater on campus, Abbott said students
performed to audiences no larger than 120. “But at the festival,
we played to about 900,” she said. “It was just amazing. There,
you’re performing for a theater crowd. It’s a hard play. It’s
confrontational. It’s provocative, in a style that’s difficult, and
our cast just hit it out of the ballpark. They were so hyped up, I
don’t think they slept for the next three days.”
In addition to the distinguished production award, members
of the production—the majority of them students—won the
national Distinguished Performance and Production Ensembles
award. Abbott received a national Distinguished Director of a
Play award and Teundras Oaks, senior theatre major and the
dramaturg (responsible for research on the play), was invited
to the national dramaturgy residency at the Kennedy Center in
April, one of only four students in the nation.
“It was a long, intensive week, but I met the best people and
understood the profession a lot more,” she said.
The residency provided even greater opportunities for Oaks
in the future. She was invited back to the Kennedy Center to
work at the National New Playwrights Festival in July, and was
awarded a scholarship to teach theatre in India in September
with Artists Striving to End Poverty, a group that seeks to help
underserved people break the cycle of poverty through the arts.
“I know for certain I want to be involved in the theatre one way
or another for the rest of my life,” said Oaks. “I love to travel as
well, so I am willing to go wherever.” - doy cave

RECORD NUMBERS

National Youth-At-Risk Conference
Attracts Record Crowd
Georgia Southern University’s 26th
Annual National Youth-At-Risk (NYAR)
Conference held in Savannah in March
was one for the record books. More than
1,500 professionals attended the fourday event that focused on the needs of
youth at risk and examined such issues
as school violence, poverty, learning
difficulties, underachievement, bullying
and dysfunctional families.
“People come to this conference year
after year because every session helps
teachers, counselors, principals, law
enforcement officers, social workers and
anyone else working with youth placed
at risk to find ways to successfully bring
about change in our society,” said Eric
Landers, Ph.D., co-director of the NYAR

Center in the College of Education at
Georgia Southern.
“This conference also provides attendees
with the ability to network and meet
with colleagues to discuss new ways
to reach our children in positive ways,”
added NYAR Co-Director Dan Rea, Ed.D.
The meeting offered participants the
opportunity to hear from internationally
recognized keynote speakers and to
benefit from more than 120 training
sessions led by educational experts.
The conference is designed to help
professionals create safe, healthy,
caring and intellectually empowering
educational environments for children
and adolescents.

CHECK-IN A record number of attendees flooded Savannah's Hyatt Regency Hotel to attend
the 26th Annual National Youth-At-Risk Conference.

COLLEGE NEWS
Jiann-Ping Hsu College
of Public Health
ALUMNUS NAMED
CEO
Trevor Castaneda (‘07,
‘11) has become the
first graduate of the
Master of Healthcare
(MHA) program to
be named a Chief
Executive Officer of
a hospital. He was
recently named CEO
of Tennova Newport
Medical Center in
Newport, Tennessee.
MHA Program Director
Dr. James Stephens
said, “The students
and faculty of the
MHA Program are very
excited and proud that
Trevor Castaneda is
our first MHA graduate
to be appointed Chief
Executive Officer of
a hospital. This is a
major professional accomplishment for him
and a positive image of
our MHA Program.”
College of Engineering
and Information
Technology
WINNING
MOTORSPORTS
COMPETITION
At the regional competition in Auburn,
Alabama, the Eagle
MotorSports’ Baja
SAE team placed first
in maneuverability,
second in endurance,
and fifth place overall
out of 100 teams. Baja
SAE is an intercollegiate competition,
sanctioned by the
Society of Engineers.
Each year the Georgia
Southern team
designs and builds its
own Baja or off-road
vehicle using a Briggs
& Stratton lawn mow-

er engine for power.
Eagle MotorSports
teams have done increasingly well in the
past few years, and
the faculty and staff
of the Allen E. Paulson
College of Engineering and Information
Technology are proud
of their efforts.
College of Education
YOUNG ARTISTS
SHOWCASED AT
EDUCATION EVENT
The 2015 annual
K-12 art exhibit at the
College of Education
attracted numerous K-12 students,
families and teachers,
as well as State Sen.
Jack Hill of Reidsville,
Georgia, who found
time during the busy
legislative session to
travel to Statesboro
to surprise them. A
strong supporter of
the arts in schools,
Hill said, “I believe art
and music have such
a positive effect on
students not just in developing talent, but in
the rest of their lives.”
Featured artists in the
show were selected by
a certified art teacher.
Their art was framed
and now hangs on the
second floor of the
COE classroom building
where it will remain
for a year.
College of Health and
Human Sciences
PROFESSOR
RECOGNIZED BY
SHAPE AMERICA
Professor of Physical Activity Bridget
Melton, Ed.D., has been
named Outstanding
Mentor of the Year by
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CLOSING
GAPS
Meet Georgia Southern's
Goizueta Distinguished
Chair of Education
Georgia Southern faculty member Alejandro Gallard, Ph.D.,
loves to take on challenges. Presently, he serves as the Goizueta
Distinguished Chair in the Department of Teaching and
Learning in the College of Education (COE), and he is the director
of the Georgia Center for Educational Renewal (GCER). Raised
in Nicaragua and Florida, his interest in research and education
stems from an earlier career in the private sector.
“Even though my job was a lot of fun, and intellectually
challenging, I kept thinking it would be more fun and satisfying
to work in a profession where the fruits of one’s labor went
to the general good and not the stockholders,” he said. As a
member of the Latino community, he wanted to pay attention
to people underrepresented in rural educational settings,
primarily Latinos and first-generation students. Gallard found it
meaningful to devote his research to the “teaching and learning
of science to those who have not been afforded equitable
learning opportunities.”
As the holder of the endowed Goizueta Chair, Gallard
has various responsibilities. He focuses on developing
collaborative initiatives within the University to conduct
research and projects that promote educational advancement
and on closing the achievement gaps among underrepresented
populations. In leading the GCER, he wants the Center to play
a primary role in assisting COE colleagues with helping rural
school districts meet the learning needs of students and the
teaching needs of teachers.
Since arriving at Georgia Southern in the fall of 2012, he has
become a mentor to faculty, junior scholars and Latino students
while maintaining an active research agenda that includes
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collaborating with an international research team trying
to understand those few Latinas who are successful in the
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
fields.
Gallard said he is a socio-cultural constructivist trying to
answer critical questions to make sense of the world in
general, and education in particular. “Nothing ever happens in
a classroom that doesn’t have mitigating factors that teachers
need to deal with,” he said. “Something from the outside is
always going to influence what the teacher wants to do inside
the classroom. It can be poverty; it can be contrasting belief
systems or all sorts of things. I am a strong believer that
education needs to be looked at through multiple contextual
lenses in which all teaching and learning takes place. These
influencing factors or contextual mitigating factors must be
made explicit and dealt with before one can expect meaningful
education reform to take place.”
Gallard is also the co-principal investigator of a $2.5 million,
five-year grant from the U.S. Department of Education, for a
project that helps middle-school special-needs students learn
science content with e-text readers. The veteran educator said
throughout his professional career he has found that not only
is it okay to be a Latino, but it also has been encouraged and
supported at Georgia Southern.
“That has been a delightful surprise to me,” he said. “Georgia
Southern has a great reputation and does a great job with
underrepresented people. It has been an outstanding three
years.” – sandra bennett

ACCREDITED ACHIEVEMENT
Doctor of Psychology now APA-approved
Georgia Southern’s Doctor of Psychology
(Psy.D.) program has officially
been accredited by the American
Psychological Association, the national
accrediting authority for professional
education and training in psychology.
“This accreditation provides students
with the assurance that their program
is of the highest quality and has
recognition that will open doors for
internships and employment,” said Chair
of Psychology Michael Nielsen.
The doctoral program originated from
a longstanding need for licensed
psychologists in rural, underserved
areas of the South, and the United
States. The five-year full-time program
includes four years of classroom study
and an additional year of internship. “Our
approach is dynamic and integrative,”
notes Nielsen. “It’s designed to prepare
graduates for the practice of psychology,
delivering much-needed psychotherapy,

psychological assessment and
psychological consultation services in
their communities.”
Jean Bartels, Ph.D., provost and vice
president for Academic Affairs said,
“It’s further evidence that our faculty
and staff are doing extraordinary work
on behalf of our students and the
community.”
The accreditation is also garnering
increased interest among applicants
seeking professional careers in the field.
“Since the accreditation was announced
in December, we’ve had a marked
increase in applications for the program,
and we’re seeing stronger applicant
credentials.” said Nielsen . - lynn lilly

ALUMNUS NAMED NEW DEAN
Barry Joyner Tapped to Lead College of
Health and Human Sciences
Barry Joyner, Ph.D., is the new dean of the
College of Health and Human Sciences
(CHHS) following a nationwide search. He
had served as interim dean of CHHS since
2012. In announcing his appointment,
Provost and Vice President for Academic
Affairs Jean Bartels, Ph.D., expressed
confidence that “Dr. Joyner is well
prepared to take on the responsibilities
of sustaining the accomplishments and
traditional successes of CHHS while
moving the College to its next level of
academic distinction.”
“I am excited about the opportunity,”
Joyner said. “The level of support from
faculty and staff has been tremendous,
and I am ready to start working together
to plan for the future of the College.”
Joyner (‘85) brings an impressive record

of service,
both to Georgia
Southern and
to his discipline.
He began his
academic career
at the University
in 1992, when
he accepted
a teaching
position in
what is now the
School of Health
and Kinesiology. He has published more
than 45 refereed articles and more than
25 abstracts, book chapters and book
reviews, and has numerous teaching
and service awards, including the 1997
Excellence in Teaching Award from the
former College of Health and Professional
Studies at Georgia Southern.

NEWS, CONT.
the Society of Health
and Physical Educators
(SHAPE) of America.
She was selected
because of her efforts
to mentor students
pursuing a degree in
physical education,
sport, kinesiology
or exercise science.
SHAPE America
presents this award
annually in recognition of one higher
education faculty
member nationwide
who serves as a mentor to students pursuing undergraduate or
graduate degrees in
the aforementioned
areas of study.
College of Liberal Arts
and Social Sciences
WINNING MOCK
MEDIATION CLUB
A team from the
Mock Mediation Club,
sponsored by the Department of Criminal
Justice and Criminology, was one of four undergraduate mediation
teams to participate
at the International
Law School Mediation
Tournament in Des
Moines, Iowa, in March.
Georgia Southern was
the only undergraduate institution to break
into the semifinals for
both mediation and
advocacy and ended
the competition as the
first-place advocacy
team.
College of Science and
Mathematics
FACULTY AND
STUDENT HONORS
The University Science
Teacher of the Year for
the state of Georgia is

Georgia Southern Biology Professor Laura
Regassa, Ph.D. The
Georgia Science Teachers Association award
recognizes excellence
in science teaching.
Two Georgia Southern
teams participated in
the 2015 Southeastern Section of the
Mathematical Association of America Math
Jeopardy! competition hosted by the
University of North
Carolina, Wilmington.
Both teams made
it into the second
preliminary round and
Team B scored enough
points to win the wild
card, sending them to
Final Jeopardy. Team B
placed third out of 26
schools.
College of Business
Administration
FRAUD AND
FORENSIC
ACCOUNTING
SEMINAR
The School of Accountancy at Georgia
Southern University
is gearing up to host a
one-week seminar in
August for individuals
wishing to explore
Fraud Examination
and Forensic Accounting. The event
is open to educators
and anyone interested
in pursuing a Master
of Accounting with
a concentration in
Forensic Accounting,
and to accountants,
attorneys and law enforcement professionals seeking continuing
professional education
(CPE) credit.
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KINESIOLOGY 1216/EQUESTRIAN
Surrounded by equestrian gear, championship ribbons, photos
of some her brightest students and the beautiful landscape at
Evermore Farm just outside of Statesboro, it’s easy to see why
Eleanor Ellis’ love of horses is contagious — even for those who
have never experienced horseback riding in any form.
“I call it ‘the gene.’ I have the horse-loving gene,” Ellis said. And
for as long as she can remember, the adjunct professor has been
sharing that love for all things equestrian with her students.
Georgia Southern students, in particular, may visit her facility to
earn course credit as part of the Physical Activity and Healthful
Living (PAHL) program offered by the School of Health and
Kinesiology. PAHL courses are basic curriculum requirements for
all students.
“A lot of students don’t have that ‘horse-loving gene,’ as I call
it. They’re not passionate about horses. They just want to take
a fun class,” said Ellis. “What’s surprising to me is a lot of them
have never touched a horse, and some have a pretty big fear of
horses. I think it’s very bold and brave of somebody to come in
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and do something for a grade that they’re afraid of doing and is a
challenge for them.”
Learning to ride with Ellis involves much more than just
getting on a horse. The equestrian courses range from
beginner to intermediate, and students learn the basics of
handling equipment, riding, dismounting and working with
horses among other skills. She added that students also learn
leadership and communication skills, develop balance and an
overall sense of their bodies.
“This isn’t like tennis or basketball or other sports. Riding
horses is different,” she said. “When you’re riding a horse, you
are the boss of that horse, and that doesn’t come naturally
to everyone. The horse wants a leader. That’s why this is so
positive for young people. They learn to communicate in such a
way that another living being does what you want it to do.”
The course is offered throughout the year and is open to riders
of all levels and experience. - aubrey trevathan

POWER LIST

Congratulations to Georgia Southern President Brooks Keel, Ph.D., and
six others with ties to the University who earned a spot on Georgia
Trend magazine’s 2015 list of “Most Influential Georgians.” The January
issue also featured University System of Georgia Chancellor Hank
Huckaby on the cover as the “Georgian of the Year.”
Alumnus and Georgia Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Chris Clark (‘92) made the power list, as did alumnae Hala
Moddelmog (‘79) and Carol Burrell (‘80). Moddelmog is the president and CEO of the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce and Burrell
has been president and CEO of Northeast Georgia Health System in Gainesville, Georgia, since 2011.
Other Eagles on the list include Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle and Edna Branch Jackson, the mayor of Savannah.
The magazine says a great deal of debate goes into narrowing the field to the final 100, but the list reflects the realities of leadership,
power and influence in Georgia, and added it believes “Some of the 100 wield their influence in the limelight; others work behind the
scenes. But all of them impact the daily lives of Georgians everywhere.”

DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Eagle Nation Showcases
Achievements
During the second annual Day at the Capitol event in February,
representatives from Georgia Southern’s academic colleges,
athletics division and student organizations were on hand to
speak to state legislators and to promote the University’s many
programs, initiatives and achievements.
State leaders heard more about the University’s Military Science
programs, Georgia Southern’s groundbreaking research and
creativity efforts and they received an update on the new
Manufacturing Engineering program in the Allen E. Paulson
College of Engineering and Information Technology.
The day also featured an opportunity to show off Freedom,
Georgia Southern’s bald eagle, as well as GUS, the school mascot,
and the football team’s Sun Belt Championship trophy. While
visiting the Georgia House and Senate chambers, University
leaders were presented with invitation resolutions, and Gov.
Nathan Deal commended Georgia Southern on its continued
achievements both on the field and in the classroom.
“With a century-old record of academic and athletics
achievement, Georgia Southern is a model for success in our
university system,” Deal said. “The school has launched the
careers of countless young professionals, including several
members of my own staff, and athletes who so greatly represent
Georgia across the country and around the world. I’m confident
that there are only greater things to come from Georgia
Southern in the future.”
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THE FIELDING D. RUSSELL STUDENT UNION

THE FIELDING D. RUSSELL STUDENT UNION IS AT THE HEART
OF GEORGIA SOUTHERN CAMPUS LIFE. IT IS WHERE LITERALLY
HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS GO EVERY DAY TO MEET, STUDY,
UNWIND, SHARE A MEAL OR SIMPLY HANG OUT WITH FRIENDS.
However, what do students really know
about the man in the painting near the
Office of Student Leadership and Civic
Engagement?
He is Fielding Dillard Russell, a highly
regarded English professor who forged
a magnificent legacy during his 43
years of service to Georgia Southern. In
1989, then-Georgia Southern President
Nicholas Henry broke with tradition and
announced that the college would name
a new building for someone who was still
living. He wanted to recognize Russell’s
lifelong dedication to Georgia Southern
and its students.
“I don’t think the announcement
increased his desire to die, but it did
make him a very happy man,” said the
professor’s daughter, Virginia Russell
(‘72, ‘13), who resides in Statesboro. “He
and my mother came to Statesboro in
the fall of 1932. They lived in Deal Hall
as something like dorm parents to the
men who were residents. Their housing
arrangement was a fortunate one for
them, since they lost the first two months
of his salary after the failures of two
different banks.”
During his years at Georgia Southern,
Russell established personal connections
with his students, remembering them by
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name and staying in contact with many
for years after they graduated.
“My father's love of his students lasted
his entire life,” Virginia said. “Every
spring he and my mother hosted a tea
for graduating seniors (not just English
majors – all Georgia Southern Seniors).
He invited exchange students to eat
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner with
us, and his former students came by to
see him when they were in town.”
By the time he retired in 1975, the
beloved scholar had served as the dean
of men, a boxing coach, chair of the
English Department and chair of the
Division of Languages. He established
the Campus Life Enrichment Committee,
which continues to sponsor major
cultural programs and lectures on
campus. Former colleagues, students,
friends and family say Russell was a true
“Renaissance Man” who had a deep love
of words and language.
“My memories of Uncle Fielding are fond,”
said Jessica Keeley, the wife of Howard
Keeley, Ph.D., director of the Center for
Irish Research and Teaching at Georgia
Southern. “I remember him quoting
Shakespeare and reciting Chaucer in old
English. A quicker man with a pun I have
yet to encounter.”

Russell was born in Winder, Georgia, one
of 15 children born to Georgia Supreme
Court Chief Justice Richard Russell and
Ina Dillard Russell. His oldest brother,
Richard, served in the U.S. Senate from
1933 until his death in 1971.
The scholar’s daughter Virginia earned a
Master of Education and Master of Fine
Arts from Georgia Southern and signed up
for her father’s advanced grammar class
when she worked on her first master’s.
“I had heard him make many speeches
because he was asked to speak often
and never turned down any invitation
that I know of,” she said. “Seeing him as a
professor was another entire experience.
He was completely involved with the
class – funny, animated and articulate. I
had never had much aptitude or interest
in grammar before that time, but I left the
class with both.”
Russell Union, built at an initial cost
of $7.5 million, houses a Chick-fil-A, a
Starbucks, a ballroom, a computer lab, a
large lecture hall, a small grocery store
and quick-serve deli, as well as many
offices and meeting rooms.
Virginia Russell said she remains touched
that Georgia Southern recognized and
honored his contributions to the school.
“He was never in politics; he never had
money, but what he had he gave to
Georgia Southern and its students,” she
said. “His gift was himself.”
- sandra bennett

GLOBAL
Students explore a
REACH world of opportunity
with renowned author

“GET OUT OF YOUR COMFORT ZONE."
That was the recent message of Pulitzer
Prize-winning New York Times journalist
and author Nicholas Kristof to an audience
of 1,300 Georgia Southern students, faculty
and community members. In his latest book,
A Path Appears: Transforming Lives, Creating
Opportunity, Kristof makes a call for global
citizenship. That call echoes the goals of
Georgia Southern’s First-Year Experience
program, which sponsored the event, along
with several other campus groups.

EAGLE CONNECT
LINK • FOLLOW • NETWORK

GET CONNECTED with the
Eagle Nation today by updating
your contact information!
Georgia Southern University

ALUMNI

A S S O C IAT I O N

LOG ON NOW

“Our graduates in all fields will face
challenges that require the ability to
think and engage globally,” said Chris
Caplinger, Ph.D, director of First-Year
Experience. “Our goal is to expose
students to these ideas early so they can
develop diverse cultural perspectives
through coursework, study abroad and
community engagement.”
Kristof’s visit to campus was sparked
by just such an engaged student
activist: Claire Torrell, president of the
Student Abolitionist Movement (SAM),
an organization committed to ending
human trafficking. “Kristof addressed
the topic in his earlier book, Half the
Sky,” noted Caplinger. “Claire and SAM
students knew his work because they’ve
been educating their peers on human
trafficking for several years.”
Sharing real-world stories of individuals
making a difference in complex problems,
the author reminded students of the
power they have to effect change. “He
urged us not to be discouraged about
being just a drop in the bucket,” said
Caplinger, “because drops are how the
bucket gets filled.” - lynn lilly

GeorgiaSouthern.edu/alumni
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SIX WORDS
NOTED JOURNALIST HEADLINES MLK DAY CELEBRATION
Since it was launched four years ago, The Race Card Project has
inspired a wide-ranging conversation about race in this country.
The project’s creator, Michele Norris, addressed a packed crowd
in Georgia Southern’s Performing Arts Center as the featured
speaker for the University’s 2015 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
celebration.
Norris is best known as the former co-host of NPR’S flagship
news program, “All Things Considered.” She is also the author of
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her family’s memoir, The Grace of Silence, which explored the
family’s complicated racial legacy, and the hidden conversation
about race in the wake of the election of this country’s first
African-American president. The veteran journalist said during
the 2008 presidential campaign she noticed people were
engaged in an interesting conversation about race, and she
decided to “create this exercise that would invite people to talk
about it in a new way and the hook was the six-word sentence.”

Rev. Frank Logue (‘84):

Aubrey Trevathan, P. R. Major:

Patrice Buckner Jackson, Dean of Students:

EVERYTHING IS DIFFERENT.
NOTHING HAS CHANGED.

THE FUTURE RESTS
IN OUR YOUTH.

BEAUTIFUL TAPESTRY OF
CONFLICT; RIPE OPPORTUNITY
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“I KNEW THAT TAKING
SOMETHING COMPLEX AND
REDUCING IT TO SIX WORDS
WOULD HELP PEOPLE PUT
A FINE POINT ON ISSUES OF
RACE, AND IT WAS KIND OF
A CHALLENGE THAT I
THOUGHT PEOPLE WOULD
ACCEPT,” NORRIS SAID.

P R O U D LY P R E S E N T S

Freedom’s Flight

The first submissions were by postcard,
but the project really took off when people
would post their essays online or via social
media. “Suddenly people would slide into
the conversation and say that sounds
racist, that sounds biased and I realized
that people were actually talking to each
other,” she said. “It has been interesting
to watch people engage, argue, lament,
celebrate and tweet those six words
representing their point of view.”
The archive now contains tens of
thousands of essays with just as many
waiting to be archived. Norris is hopeful
the archive will serve as a valuable
resource for future researchers, including
those at Georgia Southern. “They may
want to investigate what campus life was
like in the 1960s when colleges like this
one were beginning to integrate.”
Georgia Southern’s Diversity Peer
Educators implemented the project on
campus from October until February and
they received more than 500 postcards
said Dorsey Baldwin, director of the
Multicultural Student Center. “We had
great feedback from the students with
The Race Card Project,” Baldwin noted.
“We will be sending the postcards
collected from our students to Michele
Norris so that she can include them in the
project archives that will be stored at the
Library of Congress.”
The project has more than fulfilled Norris’
goal of encouraging people to have a
conversation about race. In case you were
wondering, her six words are: “Still more
work to be done.”
- sandra bennett

PRESIDENTIAL EDITION
QUANTITY LIMITED TO 50
Signed and numbered Giclee print with the Georgia Southern University Seal on the frame.
Each print is signed by the artist and Freedom’s handler, Steve Hein. In addition,
each print will be personalized by President Keel and accompanied by a certificate of authenticity.
24” X 36” SIGNED PRINT WITH CUSTOM FRAMING

$1,200

REGULAR EDITION
QUANTITY LIMITED TO 500
18” X 24” SIGNED AND FRAMED PRINT

$500

Unframed prints on paper may be available at a later date.

For more information contact:
Jan Bond, Associate Vice President,
Office of Marketing and Communications
jbond@GeorgiaSouthern.edu • 912-478-5306
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STUDENT'S WORK ENABLES
SUSTAINABILITY ON CAMPUS
Stuart Barker
Biology Major
What is the focus
of your research?

CURIOUS
MINDS
Groundbreaking Research from
Faculty and Students

Faculty and students are engaged in groundbreaking scholarly
and creative research across our campus. In November, Georgia
Southern hosted the third annual Georgia Undergraduate
Research Conference (GURC), a venue for student researchers in
all disciplines to present their work to a wide audience, to interact
with other student scholars and faculty, and gain experience in
making presentations at professional meetings. The conference
was created to highlight excellence in research and scholarship
throughout the Southeast.
Georgia Southern’s own Stuart Barker (’14) won the Outstanding
Student Research Award for his presentation titled “Development
of Soil Carbon Inventory: Understanding the Climate Change
Mitigation Potential of Georgia Southern University Campus.”
Georgia Southern magazine caught up with Barker and a
University professor to find out more about their research.
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Georgia Southern
University aims to be a
great advocate of green
initiative and sustainable
practices. Carbon
sequestration (capturing
carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere) has become
a major strategy in
mitigating atmospheric
carbon dioxide and
by promoting carbon accumulation in campus soils,
Georgia Southern can become a carbon sink.

How did you accomplish your research?
By compiling a campus-wide soil-carbon inventory,
identifying factors responsible for higher carbon
storage and making recommendations that lead to
climate adaptive strategies on campus.

What was the outcome of your
research?
As noted to readers of my work at the GURC, the
research that was presented at that time was
intended to be a preliminary study for a larger project.
I am actively involved in completing the large-scale
project, which encompasses more soil sampling
points on campus and the use of bulk density
sampling techniques to better assess soil carbon
concentrations. While the complete analysis of soil
samples is still being finalized, I found the level of
soil carbon within densely-forested areas on campus
to be rather impressive. Campus forested areas have
an unwavering potential to sequester significant
amounts of atmospheric carbon. As Georgia Southern
University continues to preserve the areas on campus
most crucial to effective climate mitigation, we
can satisfy our goal to be great advocates of green
initiatives and sustainable practices, and continue
to be an exemplary model for onlookers of our
outstanding university.

PROFESSOR EXAMINES BANNED BOOKS Caren Town, Ph.D., Professor of English
What is
the focus
of your
research?
In “Unsuitable”
Books: Young
Adult Fiction
and Censorship,
I am looking at
the legal history
of censorship
of young adult
fiction, and at a number of adolescent
novels and their authors from the 1970s
until today.

What were the findings?
The legal history of censorship in
the United States is complicated and
sometimes contradictory. The courts
(at all levels) have at times ruled in
favor of school systems/libraries who
have wanted to pull books from library
shelves, classroom libraries and teachers’
reading lists, and at other times they have
supported students’ right to read material
deemed offensive by some members of
the community. The bottom line may be
that communities can remove books from
these locations if they can prove that
the books are detrimental to students’
well-being or if these books contribute
to disorderly or dangerous situations in
the schools or libraries. School systems

and libraries cannot remove books just
because they offend certain community
members (especially if their reasons
for removing the books are primarily
religious in nature).
As for the writers and their works, I
re-discovered just how wonderful many
of these challenged books are. Judy
Blume, for example, who wrote most
of her books in the 1970s and 80s, still
speaks to young readers today, and
newer authors, such as Chris Crutcher
and Sherman Alexie are offering fresh
approaches to adolescent fiction that
resonate with the problems and concerns
of teenagers today.

What did you find surprising?
That those wanting to censor young
adult fiction often have what they
believe to be very good motives and
are sincere in their worry about the
welfare of adolescents. They are often
protesting a given book because their
concerns have not been taken seriously
by teachers and administrators. I was
also interested to discover what staunch
champions of students’ right to read
librarians are. They are the true frontline heroes of this battle.

What did you learn?
If we are going to make sure that students
have access to a wide variety of material

in their classrooms and libraries, we need
to work together with those parents who
want to limit that access and keep these
battles out of the court system. Usually
a workable compromise can be found
outside of the legal system that balances
freedom of information with the need to
protect children.
I also learned that teachers need to avoid,
if possible, the desire to self-censor—to
prevent books from appearing on their
syllabi or classroom library—because
they are afraid of potential conflict. In
preventing access to a large variety of
images of adolescence, they are denying
their students the ability to learn about
themselves and about others who are
different from them.

How will your research help?
I’m hoping it will offer information and
ammunition to those teachers who are
deciding whether or not to use potentially
controversial works in their classrooms,
to librarians who are deciding what to put
on their shelves and to administrators
and school boards who must balance the
needs of all of their constituents.
Most importantly, though, I’m hoping it
will benefit young people, who may be
more likely to have access to the kinds
of young adult novels that tell the truth
about their lives, in all its disturbing
complexity.

G E ORG I A S OU T H E R N. E DU/ M AG A Z I N E
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DIGGING UP NEW
DERMACENTOR
Georgia Southern Professor Dmitry Apanaskevich,
Ph.D., and his assistant, his wife, Maria, have found
12 specimens of a new tick species, never before
identified on earth. The new species, Dermacentor
limbooliati, is similar to Dermacentor auratus, among
which it was hiding in plain sight for over 40 years.
Apanaskevich has described the new species and its
many differences in his article, “Description of New
Dermacentor (Acari: Ixodidae) Species From Malaysia
and Vietnam,” co-authored with Maria, in the Feb. 25
issue of the Journal of Medical Entomology.
“There are not that many [species in the Dermacentor
genus], but they’re very similar to each other,” he said.

Since beginning the research in 2011, Apanaskevich
and his research team have discovered one new
Dermacentor species and validated a second species,
thought to have been a misidentification for more
than 100 years. Both discoveries were published in
the Journal of Medical Entomology and they allowed
him to extend the timeline of the grant. They are also
in the process of identifying even more new species
discovered among the USNTC specimens.
The team has also described previously unknown
nymphs and larvae, redescribed poorly described
species and developed identification keys that will help
future scientists in their research. Throughout the

National Tick Collection Contains New Tick Species
“However, the variabilities within the species plus
similarities among the species make it hard to break
species apart. Each species is so similar to each other
you have to dig through hundreds and hundreds of
specimens to really understand how they’re different
from one another.”
And dig they did. The specimens are part of the
U.S. National Tick Collection (USNTC), where
Apanaskevich is assistant curator and Maria, who also
has a background in tick research, assists. It is one of
the largest tick collections in the world, housed and
curated by Georgia Southern since 1990, and holds
more than 700 tick species with over one million
specimens. To make this discovery, the couple had to
pore over 2,000 Dermacentor auratus specimens one
by one to find the new species.
“Obviously you have a desire after the first hundred
to say, ‘I don’t want to look anymore. It’s enough for
the research,” said Apanaskevich. "But here’s the
trick: you have to look through all 2,000 specimens.
And looking through all 2,000 species, we found 12
of the new species. If we didn’t look through all of
them, we wouldn’t have found them.”
Apanaskevich, his wife and Georgia Southern
Professor Quentin Fang are studying and curating the
Dermacentor genus as part of the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) grant, “Systematics of medically
important Dermacentor tick vectors,” which provided
$327,500 to develop a global-scale taxonomic revision
to better identify this genus.

project, Georgia Southern graduate and undergraduate
students have been involved in the research.
“For me, this is a big discovery,” the professor
said. “Dermacentors are considered done, even in
my perception. Ticks are well-studied because of
their [medical] and [veterinary] importance, and
the government put a lot of money into ticks for
this reason. And for this same reason finding new
ticks is harder and harder. For us, it’s a revelation
because we found that even the well-studied ticks
still have secrets.”
The new species is named after Lim Boo Liat, Ph.D.,
a renowned professor and zoologist in Malaysia.
Apanaskevich says he is solely responsible for the
more than 15,000 specimens of Southeast Asian
Dermacentor in the collection, which he collected in
the late ‘60s and early ‘70s.
“For five or so years, this guy was collecting
samples almost every day from different places in
Malaysia,” Apanaskevich said. “If he didn’t do that,
we might have five jars of samples. Because he did,
we have more than 200 jars full of vials with ticks
just from him.”
In addition to the study and publishing, Apanaskevich
and Maria are creating detailed illustrations of their
discoveries. Apanaskevich draws ink illustrations
of the specimens and Maria fills in the textures and
colors in Photoshop. These illustrations have already
made their way to the cover of the Journal of Medical
Entomology twice in the last year. - doy cave
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INNOVATION INCENTIVE PROPOSALS
College of Education

The College of Education (COE) is spearheading an effort
to fund unique, cutting-edge academic programs to
better tailor COE programs to meet the needs of Georgia's
education professionals. "The Innovation Incentive
Program grew out of our desire to institutionalize
innovation, and to bring together faculty from across
the College in a cooperative effort to meet the needs of
our students and in-service educators in our region and
beyond," explained COE Dean Thomas R. Koballa.
Among the faculty funded proposals is a course developed
by Professors Mete Akcaoglu and Eunbae Lee to help pre-

service and in-service educators use the latest technology
as a learning tool by employing such technology as
robotics, gaming and 3D printing. A proposal developed
by Professors Alisa Leckie and Robert Lake is designed to
bring additional knowledge and practical skills to those
working with English language learners, and Professors
Katie Brkich and Julie Maudlin developed a proposal that
will lead to a master's degree and initial Georgia teaching
license for individuals who already hold a bachelor's and
are interested in a career as a teacher of young children.

STUDENT CO-AUTHORS STUDY
College of Business Administration

Georgia Southern student Yoon Hee Kim is the co-author
of a study that appeared in the Journal of Operations
Management. The study, “Financial Benefits and Risks
of Supplier’s and Customer’s Dependence in Triadic
Relationships,” examined multilayered economic
relationships between suppliers and customers, and
investigated the effects of a supplier’s and a customer’s
relationship on an intermediary’s (focal firm) financial
performance in supply chain relationships.

Using a sample of 1,144 observations, the authors found
that a supplier’s and a customer’s interdependency has a
positive impact on the focal firm’s return on assets (ROA)
and return on sales (ROS). Paradoxically, the financial
benefits of interdependency differ for customers
and sellers. As dependency on the intermediary firm
increases, financial benefits to customers tend to decline,
while benefits to suppliers continue to grow. The findings
illustrate different financial risks for buyers and sellers.

MICROBIOMES IN HOMES
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health

A collaborative study that included Professor of
Environmental Health Sciences Atin Adhikari, Ph.D.,
examined the key determinants of the fungal and
bacterial microbiomes in homes. The microbiome of the
home is of significant interest because of the possible
impact on health such as respiratory allergies, asthma
and disorders in the immune system. The goal of this
study was to identify some of the factors that determine
the richness, evenness and diversity of the home's
fungal and bacterial microbiomes. Vacuumed, settled
dust from homes was analyzed by pyrosequencing to
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determine the fungal and bacterial relative sequence
occurrence. The correlation coefficients between home
environmental characteristics, including age of home,
Environmental Relative Moldiness Index, number of
occupants, relative humidity and temperature, as well
as pets were evaluated for their influence on fungal and
bacterial communities. Some key determinants of the
fungal and bacterial microbiome appear to be excess
moisture, age of the home and dog ownership. The
study also indicated that bacterial and fungal richness,
evenness, or diversity in house dust did not correlate.

SMART HOMES
SYSTEMS

Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and
Information Technology
Adel El Shahat, Ph.D., visiting professor in the Department of
Electrical Engineering, has a new book titled Smart Homes
Systems Technology. The book, published by Scholar’s Press,
covers several topics including smart homes and smart grids
technology, micro-grid distributed generation topologies; wind
energy appraisals, high-speed generator design for smart
grids, power electronics apparatuses, storage devices for green
energy and electric drive performance and improvements for
renewable energy and automotive applications.

EXERCISE IS MEDICINE AWARD
College of Health and Human Sciences

Georgia Southern University was recognized nationally
at the American College of Sports Medicine annual
meeting in San Diego, California, for achieving a
silver status for the Exercise Is Medicine on Campus
initiative. This means that the University is inline with
recommendations to promote physical activity on
campus. Physical activity is promoted through many

different venues, including the Recreation Activity
Center, walking trails, public transportation, and
community parks. Georgia Southern is one of the very
few universities that still requires physical activity for
graduation, making physical activity education a priority
for undergraduate learning.

NEW RESEARCH IN ECUADOR
College of Science and Mathematics

A new initiative will provide opportunities for College
of Science and Mathematics faculty and students to
conduct groundbreaking research at Georgia Southern’s
first permanent research station in Latin America. The
University signed a memorandum of understanding
with the Mindo Cloudforest Foundation to establish the

Human-Environment Research Station in Milpe, Ecuador.
Students and faculty will have the opportunity to
experience South American culture and heritage while
conducting research on reforestation, climate change,
sustainable livelihoods, development, and much more.

IRISH MIGRATION TO SAVANNAH
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

The Center for Irish Research and Teaching is facilitating
an ongoing exploration of the deep connection
between Savannah, Georgia, and Wexford County in
Southeastern Ireland. Students and faculty from the
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences are working
with interested parties on both sides of the Atlantic in a

research consortium. As part of the initiative, scholars
are examining the Irish migration to Savannah during
the Great Famine and the impact it had in Ireland and
the United States. Students involved in the project are
conducting archival work in Savannah and in Ireland,
gaining invaluable research skills and added insight.
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AN IMPROBABLE
SEASON
The Eagles Defy the Critics and Make Basketball History
The prognosticators didn’t expect much from Georgia Southern
men’s basketball this year. They picked the Eagles to finish ninth
out of 11 teams in the Sun Belt Conference.
To be fair, however, it wasn’t difficult to understand why they
came to this conclusion. The Eagles finished the 2013-14 season
in seventh place with a .441 winning percentage under a brand
new coach. How much better could they possibly perform
against the superior talent in the Sun Belt?
Historically better, apparently.
For the first time in 23 years, the Eagles not only finished the
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year with a winning season, but also came within one shot —Eric
Ferguson’s buzzer-beating three-point attempt that bounced
off the rim —of winning the Sun Belt Championship and a spot in
the NCAA Tournament.
“We were right there,” said Head Coach Mark Byington. “We
were as close as you possibly can be. I still have the sleepless
nights. They’ll eventually subside. At the same time, you have to
remember what you did to get there.”
To “get there,” the Eagles put together an improbable season,
finishing with 22 wins and 9 losses (14-6 in the Sun Belt). The
wins were far from easy, though. Out of 20 regular season

conference games, 16 were decided by 10 points or fewer and
two of those went into overtime. Byington said the talent in
the Sun Belt forced the team to understand the length of each
game and play hard every minute.
“You’re playing against more talented teams every single
night,” he said. “There’s never a time when you can take a
breath and say, ‘All right, even if we don’t play our best game
we’re going to win this one.’ There wasn’t much separation
from the first team to the eleventh team and every team has
talent.”
Georgia Southern’s talent took top honors as well. Senior guard
Jelani Hewitt of Miramar, Florida, won the Sun Belt Conference
Defensive Player of the Year award and earned a spot on
the All-Sun Belt First Team. The award was a fitting end to a
season in which he recorded 77 steals and set a school record
of 252 career steals. He was a potent member of the offense as
well, netting 18.2 points per game.
“It was no surprise to me the success we had this year,” Hewitt
said. “I knew since the offseason we had a special team and
chemistry like we've been playing with each other for a long
time. My teammates are extremely hard workers and that's
how you become successful: by constantly working.”
Senior forward Trent Wiedeman of Suwanee, Georgia, made
the All-Sun Belt Third Team and provided a formidable inside
presence for the Eagles. Wiedeman averaged 11.6 points and
5.6 rebounds per game this season.
In addition, Byington was named the Whack Hyder Georgia
College Coach of the Year by the Atlanta Tipoff Club.
Byington’s accomplishments with the team show both on
and off the court, as his players have ranked their best grade
point averages in the history of the program for the last five
semesters.
“I’m as much an educator and a teacher as I am a coach,” he
said. “If we’re not doing the right thing in the classroom,
they’re not getting the full experience of what they’re
supposed to be doing here. So we make a huge deal of doing
the right thing in the classroom—off the floor—and I believe it
does carry over on the floor.”
Georgia Southern will lose five seniors before their next
season. Forwards Wiedeman, Eric Ferguson and Angel Matias
will be missed, as well as guards Hewitt and Curtis Diamond.
And while it’s tough to lose such a good core of players,
Byington says they left a winning legacy, which is the nucleus
of winning programs, and made it easier to recruit in the
process.
“When you’re taking over a program as a coach, you want a
group of seniors who can leave a legacy for other guys, which
hopefully lasts from year to year,” he said. “This group did that.
These guys were able to build something that’s going to last.
“The Georgia Southern name is easier to sell now than it was
two years ago.”
- doy cave

JELANI HEWITT
After a stellar career with Georgia Southern, Eagles guard
Jelani Hewitt of Miramar, Florida, is getting a shot at
playing in the NBA.
Hewitt was one of only 64 players in the nation to earn
a spot in the 2015 Portsmouth Invitational Tournament, a
four-day, 12-game tournament, held April 8-12 at Churchland
High School in Portsmouth, Virginia. The elite players
performed in front of scouts from every NBA team. The
tournament has led to the discovery of players such as John
Stockton, Dennis Rodman, Tim Hardaway, Scottie Pippen
and many others.
“I got the chance to play against 63 top seniors in the
country, which was a great experience,” said Hewitt. “I
also got to play in front of NBA scouts from all 30 teams,
so it was a blessing to be a part of that. I was honored to
represent Georgia Southern University there.”
Before attending the tournament, Hewitt says he trained
extensively with team manager Tim Dardy, and “got up tons
of shots with the official NBA basketball, so I could get used
to how they feel.”
Hewitt’s team, Cherry Bekaert, won the tournament and he
says his agent is currently talking to different teams to set
up further workouts.
Were Hewitt to make it to the NBA, he would be the third
Eagle to do so. Georgia Southern guard Michael Curry
played 11 seasons in the NBA, and later coached the Detroit
Pistons. He is currently the head basketball coach at Florida
Atlantic University. Jeff Saunders entered the NBA in 1989
and played four seasons, and played internationally for
several seasons after.
G E ORG I A S OU T H E R N. E DU/ M AG A Z I N E

39

AT H L E T I C S

SPRINGING INTO AC
Willie Fritz was named the Georgia
Southern Head Football Coach on
January 10, 2014, and quickly got to work
completing the 2014 signing class and
preparing the Eagles for their first season
in the NCAA Division I Football Bowl
Subdivision (FBS) Sun Belt Conference.
Georgia Southern got off to a great start
nearly defeating FBS veterans North
Carolina State and Georgia Tech, and
then defeated Savannah State for their
first victory as an FBS school and South
Alabama for their first conference victory.
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Even though they were picked to finish
eighth in the Sun Belt, the Eagles went
on to win the conference championship
after defeating all eight conference foes,
and finished the season with a 9-3 record
overall. After Georgia Southern was
denied an opportunity to play in a bowl
game due to NCAA rules, Fritz and his staff
turned their attention to the 2015 season.

S I GN I N G DAY
Preparation for the Eagles’ second
season in the FBS couldn’t begin without

completing the roster. Coach Fritz and his
staff signed 22 new student-athletes to
complement the crop of returning Eagles
from a year ago.
Georgia Southern’s 2015 recruiting class
was ranked in the top 75 nationally
by ESPN’s Recruiting Nation. This was
the second straight year the Eagles’
recruiting class was ranked nationally.
Of the 22 players who joined the program,
20 came from the high school ranks,
while two came in with collegiate football

Honorary coaches Leonard Bevill and
Georgia Southern University President
Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D., took turns calling
plays for the offense. Each coach had
the opportunity to alternate calling
five consecutive plays, and points were
awarded for scores and plays more than
four yards, while points were subtracted
for negative plays and lost yardage.
President Keel had a nice comeback for a 6
to minus-1 win as Bevill called six straight
plays that wound up getting negative
yardage after opening a 4-1 early lead.
Neither honorary coach called a play that
went for a touchdown.
Off the field, the Smokin' Eagles won the
second annual Tailgate Cook-Off, which
took place prior to the spring game. Fans
taste-tested the dishes cooked up by the
competitors and voted for the winners.

FO OTBA L L SC HE D ULE
RE L E AS E
The Eagles will face two Power Five
conference teams, four teams that played
in bowl games last year and will host six
home games in the 2015 football season.
Georgia Southern will open the season at
Big 12 contender West Virginia and will
also travel to Athens, Georgia, to face
Southeastern Conference powerhouse,
the Georgia Bulldogs on Nov. 21.

TION
experience. These new recruits include 14
players from the state of Georgia, six from
Florida, one from South Carolina and one
from Nevada.
The Eagles added five offensive linemen,
four safeties, three wide receivers,
three cornerbacks, two tight ends, two
running backs, two defensive ends and a
quarterback to the roster.
"I appreciate my coaches. They have done
a sensational job recruiting these guys,"

Fritz said. "I think our television exposure
really helped our brand and our facilities
helped us."

BLU E -W H I TE S P RI N G
GA ME
The Georgia Southern defense picked off
two passes and recorded three sacks in
the 30-play live portion of the Blue vs.
White Spring Football Game at Allen E.
Paulson Stadium.

The Eagles will host Mid-American
Conference contender Western Michigan
and Sun Belt Conference rival South
Alabama.
In nationally televised games on ESPNU,
Georgia Southern will first travel to
Boone, North Carolina, to face conference
rival Appalachian State on Oct. 22. The
Eagles will then host Sun Belt contender
Texas State, who finished the season
bowl eligible with a 7-5 record, on Oct. 29.
The Eagles will close out the 2015 regular
season at home against in-state rival
Georgia State on Dec. 5. - barrett gilham
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Whatever happened to:

FRANK
RADOVICH, H.S.D.

Professor Emeritus and Former Head
Basketball Coach
A high school and college
basketball star. An Indiana
Basketball Hall of Famer. Wilt
Chamberlain’s teammate
in the NBA. And coach to
the first African-American
basketball players at Georgia
Southern. Frank Radovich
stepped away from the
basketball court more than 40
years ago, but his memories
as a player and head coach
are as sharp as a Ray Allen
three-pointer.
Born and raised in Hammond,
Indiana, the former professor
played for Indiana University,
was selected by the St. Louis
Hawks in the 1960 NBA Draft,
and joined the Philadelphia
Warriors for the 1961-62
season. He was with the team
the night Chamberlain set one
of sports’ greatest records by
scoring 100 points in a single
NBA game.
“It was a tremendous feat,”
Radovich said. “We played
that game in Hershey,
Pennsylvania, and it was
against the New York
Knicks. I have to say, when
it happened, we really didn’t
think that much about it. But
as time has passed, no one
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has broken that record and I
doubt anyone ever will.”
How did the Indiana Hoosier
who started playing
basketball at age 9 and
dreamed of coaching high
school basketball end up at
Georgia Southern? Radovich
was in graduate school at
Indiana University when the
Placement Office informed him
that legendary Coach James
“J.B.” Scearce was there to hire
an assistant.
“I had just turned 24 years
old and needed coaching
experience,” he said. Upon
meeting with Scearce,
Radovich told him, “I’ll tell you
what, I will come down there,
but I will only stay for nine
months.” Every summer, for
five years, he would return
home to Indiana, and moved
to Statesboro for good when
he was named head coach.
“Basketball was a big deal on
campus back then because we
didn’t have a football team,”
Radovich said. “I had a lot of
fun working with the players.
They listened and never
gave me any back talk. They
were so grateful whenever I
instructed them in something,

Radovich pictured now
and as coach in 1966.

whether it was shooting or playing
defense and they became successful at it.”
The former coach also remembers when
the first black players—Roger Moore and
Eugene Brown from Savannah and Bobby
Stephens from Springfield, Georgia—
joined the team. In fact, Moore was the
very first African-American athlete to
receive a basketball scholarship in the
University System of Georgia. “When
we would go on road trips and stop at
restaurants to eat, I would always go in
first to ask if they would serve the black
kids,” Radovich noted.
After a few winning seasons, the young
coach could no longer tolerate the rigors
of bus travel and he gave up his basketball
duties. Radovich earned his doctorate
and taught health and physical education
until he ended his 35-year career with
Georgia Southern in 1997. Through the
years, he also coached golf, and served
as a department head and assistant dean
in what was then the College of Health
and Professional Studies, and was named
academic advisor of the year in 1997.
“I didn’t have a minute of teaching
experience when I came to Georgia
Southern, but they told me I had to teach,”
he said. “One of my most memorable
moments is the first day I walked into
that classroom and I was scared to death.
I really thought it was a good day when I
could face a class, look students in the eye
and not be afraid of being in there with
them. After a period of time, I just loved it.
I loved being in the classroom.”
These days, Radovich is still living in
Statesboro with his wife Susan, happily
enjoying a retirement life of golfing,
fishing, his dogs, and cat, and staying in
touch with friends and former classmates.
“Looking back at my basketball career, it
was great when I was young and when
I got older teaching was great,” he said.
“I enjoyed everything as it progressed. I
have no regrets. Georgia Southern was
very good to me.” – sandra bennett

#myTrueBlue is
. . . finding your true love at the most amazing school in the country,
Georgia Southern University. We not only grew individually, but grew
closer as a couple in our years spent there.
- Alan (‘11) and Katie (‘12) Vanderhave

What is #myTrueBlue to you?
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/TRUEBLUE
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ON-TARGET
RECREATION
Shooting Sports Education Center Emphasizes Experience
The new 30,000-square-foot Shooting Sports Education Center
is on the rise, and so are plans for introducing archery and
shooting sports to students and the public. The world-class,
state-of-the-art facility is expected to open this fall.
“Archery and shooting sports are growing in popularity,” said
Gene Sherry, executive director of Campus Recreation and
Intramurals, which will operate the facility. “We’re offering
students and the community a chance to experience these
sports, maybe for the first time. They may discover a talent
or interest that will turn into a lifelong hobby. Who knows? A
young person may start down the path to the Olympics here.”
The Georgia Southern women’s rifle intercollegiate program,
which began in 2013, will call the Center home. Tim Gauthier,
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a 24-year military veteran, certified in archery and shooting
instruction, is the director of the new center. “Tim brings an ideal
blend of skills to make this a world-class center for our students,
the community and the region,” said Sherry. “In addition, Tim has
extraordinary experience with the start-up and management of
large-scale, complex military projects all over the world—from
strategic and resource planning to program development to staff
training and partnership building.”
Central to the mission of the facility is educating sports
enthusiasts about safe firearms and bow handling. “All
participants in shooting and archery—students and the general
public—will become registered users, including a background
check,” noted Sherry. Local law enforcement will also use the
facility for qualifying and practice.

SeaSon ticketS on Sale now

F O OT B A L L 2 01 5
09/12 // WESTERN MICHIGAN
09/19 // THE CITADEL
10/17 // NEW MEXICO STATE

10/29 // TEXAS STATE
11/28 // SOUTH ALABAMA
12/05 // GEORGIA STATE

S E A S O N T I C K E T S STA RT A S LO W A S $7 5

1-800-GSU-WINS

GSEAGLES.COM

RECREATION CORNER

The new Shooting Sports Education
Center will be located across from the
Campus Recreation and Intramurals'
M.C. Anderson Pavillion on Old Register
Road and will be an impressive
structure visible to traffic along
Statesboro's 301 Bypass.

The Shooting Sports Education Center
will be a hub for education, training,
competition and recreation. It’s a
partnership between Georgia Southern
and the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). The DNR secured a $3.5
million grant to go along with private
donations made to the University and
support from the Easton Foundation and
the City of Statesboro. The indoor facility
will include a 16-lane archery center,
16-lane firing range, classrooms and
administrative space. When funding is
complete, phase two will develop a 20acre outdoor archery park with a lighted
Olympic archery range and a 20-station 3D
field archery range. -lynn lilly

THE JOURNEY
CONTINUES
GSathletics

@GSathletics
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BASEBALL
Pair Named Preseason All-Conference
Senior outfielders Aaron Mizell and Kody Adams were
both preseason All-Conference selections prior to the
start of the 2015 baseball season. Mizell was selected
to the Sun Belt Conference Preseason All-Conference
team and was also selected Preseason All-Conference
by College Sports Madness (CSM). Adams was a
Preseason All-Conference selection by CSM.
Mizell led the team in home runs (13) and runs batted in

(RBI) (53). The senior was one of five Eagles to hit over
.300 a year ago and tallied 13 doubles and 76 hits in 61
starts.
Adams hit over .300 a year ago and finished the
season with a .301 batting average and 24 RBI. He
stole 12 bases in 15 attempts and posted a .990 fielding
percentage in center field.

Baseball Sweeps Georgia Bulldogs
The Georgia Southern baseball team swept a threegame weekend series from the nationally ranked
Georgia Bulldogs at J.I. Clements Stadium. The Eagles
have won all three series since the two resumed
playing in 2013.
Georgia Southern won all three games by just one run

and rallied in the seventh inning to win games one and
three. After game two was suspended due to rain and
resumed on Sunday, March 1, Logan Baldwin singled up
the middle of the defense in the second inning to drive
in the only run of the game. Jason Richman tossed four
scoreless innings to earn the win in the 1-0 victory.

FOOTBALL
Former Eagle Named to Macon Sports Hall of Fame
Former Georgia Southern quarterback Joe Dupree was
named to the Macon Sports Hall of Fame in March.
Dupree joined a class of eight that were inducted into
the Hall of Fame on May 7 at the Macon Centreplex.
Dupree was a three-year letterwinner (‘92-94) with

the Eagles. He helped Georgia Southern to a Southern
Conference Championship and the NCAA Playoffs in ‘93.
In his Eagle career, Dupree rushed for 951 yards and
11 touchdowns and passed for 914 yards and seven
touchdowns.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Head Basketball Coach Honored
Georgia Southern men's basketball Head Coach Mark
Byington was presented with the Whack Hyder Georgia
College Coach of the Year at the Atlanta Tipoff Club's
Naismith Awards Banquet on March 24, at the Georgia
International Convention Center.
"It's an honor to receive an award named after
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legendary coach Hyder, and to be on a list of other
former recipients such as my mentor Bobby Cremins
and former Georgia Southern coach Frank Kerns," said
Coach Byington. "I feel that anytime a head coach is
acknowledged, the credit belongs to his players and his
staff. That certainly is the case with me receiving this
award."

MEN’S GOLF
Golf Wins Sun Belt Championship and Finishes
Third at Schenkel Invitational
The Georgia Southern men’s golf team won the
Sun Belt Men’s Championship title in its first year
in the conference. The Eagles were the only team
to shoot under par for the tournament and won
by 16 strokes. Senior Kim Koivu received medalist
honors after he carded a total score of 207 for the
tournament to tie for the fourth-lowest round in
Sun Belt championship history. In the Schenkel
Invitational, men’s golf posted a 278, the thirdlowest score of the second round, to move into third
and followed that with a third round total of 284 to
hold onto third place.
The Eagles' three-round total of 844 was their best
at the Schenkel in school history and six strokes
better than last season's 850, which brought them
their first Schenkel title in the 36-year history of
the tournament.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Drown Named Seventh Women’s Basketball Coach
Georgia Southern Athletics named 27-year head
coaching veteran Kip Drown as the seventh head
women's basketball coach in program history on
March 31.
Drown has served nearly 30 years as a head coach and
holds a career record of 463-336 (.579) at Southwest
Baptist, Georgia Southwestern, Grand Canyon and
most recently Colorado State-Pueblo.
"After an extensive national search we felt Kip Drown
has qualities we look for in a head coach, a proven

record of success and a significant number of post
season appearances," Athletics Director Tom Kleinlein
said. "We welcome The Drown Family to Eagle Nation."
Drown worked in the state of Georgia from 19942001 when he served as the head coach at Georgia
Southwestern. He led the Hurricanes to five NAIA
Tournament appearances and posted five 20-win
seasons during his seven-year coaching stint. His wife
Gina hails from Dublin, Georgia, and their daughter
Ashlee attended Georgia Southern University.

WOMEN’S RIFLE
Rifle Receives SEARC Team Sportsmanship Award
The Georgia Southern women's rifle team was
honored with the Team Sportsmanship Award at the
Southeastern Air Rifle Conference Championship
banquet following the completion of the season.
The Eagles were recognized by the league's coaches
for their willingness to go above and beyond the call
and for serving as an example of good sportsmanship.

Sportsmanship is something Head Coach Tim Parks
preaches to his squad every day.
"I hold the team to a high standard and always expect
them to go above and beyond the call,” he said. “The
girls always compete with humility and go out of their
way to meet their opponents and help them in any way
they can."
G E ORG I A S OU T H E R N. E DU/ M AG A Z I N E
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EVER
EAGLE
Michael Sanders named
2015 Alumnus of the Year
“It’s been so much fun. And I don’t see myself slowing down
anytime soon.” That quote tells you everything you need to
know about why Mike Sanders (’81) has been named Georgia
Southern Alumnus of the Year. His commitment to the
University has been long-running and far-reaching, yet he
firmly believes he’s gotten more than he’s given.
“I don’t know of a more True Blue member of the Eagle Nation,”
says University President Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D. “He’s always
there with tireless support for all aspects of the University.”
“Georgia Southern became my home,” says Sanders. He was
born and raised in Augusta, Georgia, but his parents moved out
of state shortly before he began college. “I started spending
summers here,” he says. His Phi Delta Theta fraternity brothers
became a second family. He also found a sweetheart among his
classmates—Danna (’81), now his wife.
When he graduated with a Bachelor of Business Administration
in marketing, moved to Atlanta and began a 30-plus-year
career in financial services, his Georgia Southern ties
remained strong. Today, he is Senior Vice President for Wealth
Management with UBS Financial Services. “Our business is
named Eagle Creek Wealth Management,” he chuckles. “My
partner, Ben Dukes, is also a Georgia Southern graduate.”
Sanders serves on the Georgia Southern Foundation Board of
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Trustees and is the Investment Committee Chairman, he is also
a former Alumni Association Board member as well as a charter
member of the Foundation’s 1906 Society. He and Danna are
members of the Marvin Pittman Society’s Southern Fellows
and the family has endowed two scholarships.
“Mike loves this university, and his involvement is sincere
and deep,” notes Salinda Arthur, vice president for University
Advancement, and president of the Georgia Southern
University Foundation.
The College of Business Administration named him their 2011
Alumnus of the Year, and he is currently a member of the
College’s Advisory Council.
Sanders is a member of the Georgia Southern football
Transition 20 leadership group, a former Athletic Foundation
Board member, and, as a brother of Phi Delta Theta Fraternity,
he is active in the current re-colonization of its Georgia
Southern chapter.
The Sanders have three grown children, Stephanie, Robbie and
Caroline (’13), a Georgia Southern graduate in whom Sanders
says the Eagle tradition continues. Though only a recent
graduate, Caroline is already involved on the Young Alumni
Board with the College of Business. -lynn lilly

CHRONICLES

Pictured left to right: David Woodrum, Brad Trower, Cedric Henry, Michael Sanders,
Joseph Barrow, Susan Finger, Robin Rich, and Pratt Farmer

HONORED EAGLES

Alumni Recognized for Accomplishments
Georgia Southern University presented
its 2015 Alumni Awards at the annual
Alumni Association Awards Dinner
in April. The Alumni Association
has sponsored the biennial awards
ceremony since 1969 to recognize the
outstanding service and achievements
of Georgia Southern alumni.
David Woodrum, Ph.D., M.D., (’94),
received the College of Science and
Mathematics Alumnus Award. Born and
raised in Statesboro, he is a professor
of radiology at the Mayo Clinic College
of Medicine in Rochester, Minnesota,
where he also completed his internal
medicine internship, his radiology
residency and an interventional
radiology fellowship.

currently serves as a U.S. diplomat
and deputy director for the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s Global
HIV/AIDS Division in Savannah, Georgia.
Pratt Farmer (’76), the College of Liberal
Arts and Social Sciences Alumni Award
recipient, is director of marketing for
Cooper Carry in Marietta, Georgia.
He is an Accredited Public Relations
Practitioner and a Certified Sales
Professional.
Joseph Barrow (’80, ’87), Ed.D., received
the College of Education Alumni
Award. He currently serves as the
superintendent of the Fayette County
Board of Education in Peachtree City,
Georgia.

Cedric Henry (’84) received the College
of Business Administration Alumnus
Award. He is the co-founder and
Chief Operating Officer of Millennium
Corporation, a government contractor, in
Haymarket, Virginia.

Robin Rich (’82, ’92) received the Allen
E. Paulson College of Engineering
and Information Technology Alumni
Award. Rich is a systems engineer for
Automation Systems and Controls, Inc.,
in Statesboro, Georgia.

Brad Trower (’93, ’96) received the
College of Health and Human Sciences
Alumnus Award. He serves as vice
president of business development and
strategic planning at St. Joseph/Candler
Health System in Savannah, Georgia.

Susan E. Finger (’73) was presented the
Department of Biology Alumni Award.
Finger currently serves as the program
coordinator for the U.S. Geological
Survey at the Columbia Environmental
Research Center in Columbia, Missouri.
She also works as the science advisor
and USGS liaison for the Department
of Interior’s Natural Resource Damage
Assessment and Restoration Program.

Raimi Ewetola, M.D., Dr.P.H. (’13) is the
recipient of the Jiann-Ping Hsu College
of Public Health Alumni Award. He

1970s
Pratt Hill (‘72,) and
John Lee’s (‘82) agency,
Lee, Hill and Johnston
Insurors in Statesboro,
has achieved the “On
Your Side” Master Farm
Certification designation
from Nationwide
Agribusiness Insurance
Company. “We’re
honored to receive this
certification,” said Hill,
who became a partner in
the local agency in 1984.
Lee, a managing partner,
said the locally-owned
independent agency is
committed “to help protect
farmers in our area
with the highest levels
of professionalism and
service.”

Bruce Rogers, Ed.D., (‘96,
‘97, ’10) was presented
with the 2014 School
Psychologist of the Year
award by the Georgia
Association of School
Psychologists. He is a
school psychologist for
public schools in Bulloch
County, Georgia.

1980s
Mark L. Burns (‘83) has
been appointed the next
president of Gulfstream
Aerospace. The 32-year
Gulfstream veteran will
assume his new role on
July 1, 2015. Burns has
been president of product
support for the corporation
since June 2008. He earned
a bachelor’s in industrial
engineering from Georgia
Southern University.

Finance graduate Gary
Spinks (‘96) recently
co-founded and launched
the new marketing
analytics/market research
company Bug Insights with
headquarters in Atlanta
and Houston.

Phil Moore (‘82) has been
recognized as one of the
Top 10 Accountants in
Georgia by the National
Academy of Public
Accounting Professionals.
He is a managing partner
of the Atlanta-based firm
Porter Keadle Moore.
1990s
Kelly Tankersley (‘97,
‘99) was named Special
Education Teacher of the
Year for Effingham County,
Georgia.

Russell McMurry (‘91)
has been named the new
commissioner of the
Georgia Department of
Transportation. He joined
the department in 1990 as
a civil engineering trainee,
and his experience in the
department has ranged
from serving as a project
manager to a district
engineer.

2000s
Business Management
graduate Wayne Murphy
(‘04) was selected to serve
on the Young Alumni
Advisory Board for Georgia
Southern’s College of
Business Administration.
Nathan Corbitt, CPA,
(‘05) has been promoted
to wealth advisor at the
Brightworth financial
planning and wealth
management firm. Corbitt
began his career with
regional public accounting
firms as a specialist in the
taxation of high net worth
individuals, executive
compensation and tax
legislation and research.
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THEIR CALLING
When Victoria Steele Logue (’84) and the Rev. Frank Logue
(’84) stepped onto the Georgia Southern campus in the 1980s,
little did they know they were starting down a lifetime path of
adventure—one with a number of twists and turns along the
way. In 35 years, they’ve traveled to exotic destinations around
the globe, captured them on film, written about them in books,
reinvented themselves in new careers and done their best to
make a positive impact in the world.
Let’s go back to the beginning. Foreshadowing what was to
come, it was a love of foreign language that brought them
together. They met in a class taught by one of their favorite
professors, the late Lowell Bouma, former chair of the
University’s Department of Foreign Languages.

German. “Apparently, I was meant to write, though. My first job
after graduation was as a staff writer for the Daily Sun in Warner
Robins, Georgia,” she chuckles.
The couple married a year after graduating and embarked on
a two-month honeymoon exploring Nepal, its Hindu Temples
and towering Himalayas. In 1988, they hiked the entire 2,100mile Appalachian Trail from Georgia to Maine, a six-month
trek. “What always stands out are the postcard moments,
then the perseverance moments such as enduring eight days
backpacking in the rain,” Frank recalled.
The next step on their life journey came a few years later when
Frank and Victoria decided to combine their traveling passion

Alumni Couple Follows a Divine Path
“Professor Bouma
would often tell me, ‘I
have someone I want
you to meet,’ and it was
Victoria,” said Frank,
who studied linguistics
and German under
Bouma.
Victoria admits that she
didn’t like Frank at first.
“He would say things
to me in German and
everyone in class would
stare at me,” she said. “I
didn’t want the attention because I was so shy.”
“Still, it didn’t take us long to become friends,” Frank added.
Frank, who grew up in Marietta, Georgia, was a busy college
student and photographer, working for The George-Anne, the
Reflector, the college’s public relations department and the
Statesboro Herald.
Victoria, a Navy officer’s daughter, lived in different states
growing up, but she had longstanding ties to Georgia and
Georgia Southern. She can trace her Georgia ancestry to before
the Revolutionary War, and her mother, Laura Campbell (‘75)
is a University alumna. Victoria’s grandfather, Lawrence Kelly,
was a professor at Georgia Southern, and her grandmother,
Hulda Kelly, volunteered in the genealogy department of the
Statesboro Regional Library and edited two volumes for the
Bulloch County Historical Society.
Victoria wanted to be a writer, but was terrified of failing at
something she loved and decided to major in geology and

and profession. They became full-time freelance writerphotographers and the globetrotters published their first book,
The Appalachian Trail Hiker, based on their own experiences.
Six more travel books followed, as well as countless magazine
and newspaper articles by the award-winning pair.
In 1995, Frank decided to set out in another new direction and
answer a lifelong call to the ministry. By 2000, he’d earned
a Master of Divinity, and set out to start the King of Peace
Episcopal Church in Kingsland, Georgia, with the help of Victoria
and their daughter Griffin. After 10 years, the family moved to
Savannah, when the Rev. Logue was named the assistant to
the Episcopal Bishop of Georgia. His official title is “Canon to the
Ordinary,” which inspired his blog, The Loose Canon, where his
writing and photography reflect spiritual topics.
Victoria also set out on a changed path – writing fiction. She’s
currently working on her second novel. “My love of the outdoors
and history are the inspiration for my nonfiction books,” she
said. “History and the supernatural inspire my fiction. And
spirituality usually finds its way into my blog.”
This spring, the couple’s shared spirituality brought them back
together on a very different kind of writing and photography
pilgrimage. In March, they traveled to Rwanda and Kenya to
document the plight of refugees fleeing from violence in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
“When I look to my life and my life with Victoria,” said Frank,
“the through-line is that we have followed our interests and
passions. While many externals have changed, both of us
have spent all the years since college working to communicate
through our writing and photography. We’ve remained
interested in seeing new things and learning more and then
sharing those experiences with others.” - sandra bennett
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IN MEMORIAM

Steve Clifton Zettler
Steve Clifton Zettler (‘94) of Effingham
County, Georgia, passed away Sept. 29,
2014, at St. Joseph’s Hospital. Zettler
was a professional engineer with
Dulohery Weeks.
Stephanie Lynn Rubin
Stephanie Lynn Rubin (‘88) of Savannah
died on Oct. 11, 2014. The educator
launched the pilot program for Latin
instruction at Jacob G. Smith Elementary
School in Chatham County Public Schools.
Roger Earl Byrd
Roger Earl Byrd (‘78) of Pooler,
Georgia, died on Oct. 20, 2014, at
Oconee Memorial Hospital in Seneca,
South Carolina. He was an Export
Documentation Specialist for John S.
James and was a past president of the
Savannah Music Teacher Association
Company.
Daniel “Danny” Dunaway
Daniel “Danny” Dunaway (‘63) passed
away on Oct. 21, 2014, at Columbus
Hospice House. Dunaway was a retired
district director for the Department of
Juvenile Justice for the State of Georgia.
Jennifer Cameron
Llewellyn
Jennifer Cameron Llewellyn (‘68) died on
Oct. 21 after a long illness. Llewellyn was
a Catholic educator for over 30 years in
Tallahassee, Florida.
Robert Little
Robert Little (‘74) died at his home in
Longwood, Florida, on Nov. 2, 2014.
His family described him as a gifted
storyteller.
Otis Mobley
Otis Mobley (‘50) of Augusta, Georgia,
passed away on Nov. 9, 2014. Mobley
served in the U.S. Army in North Africa
and Italy in the 1940s. He retired from
the Georgia Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation after 30 years of service.
Runette Herrmann
Runette Herrmann (‘74) of Millen, Georgia,
died Nov. 11, 2014, at Georgia Regents
Hospital. She taught home economics,
served as the nutrition director for Jenkins
County Schools and was a life member of
the Garden Club of Georgia.
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Daniel McKee
Daniel “Danny” McKee (‘91) of
Douglasville, Georgia, passed away on
Nov. 16, 2014.
Arthur “Audie” Holmes
Arthur “Audie” Holmes (‘71) lost his life
following a motor vehicle accident in
Augusta on Nov. 20, 2014. A member
of the U.S. Army Special Forces, Holmes
served a tour of duty in Korea and three
tours in Vietnam. He was a history
professor at Paine College in Augusta
from 2000 to 2014.
Annie Nell Bowen Brady
Annie Nell Bowen Brady (‘53) of
Savannah passed away on Nov. 29, 2014.
The Bulloch County native was a charter
member of the Pittman Park United
Methodist Church. She taught for many
years in the school systems in Bulloch
and Chatham counties.
Ronnie Alton
Retired COL Ronnie Alton (‘75) of
Watkinsville, Georgia, died on Dec. 1, 2014.
He served with the U.S. Army for 29 years
and received military honors at his burial.
Michael Backus
Michael G. Backus (‘78) of Jesup, Georgia,
passed away on Dec. 15, 2014, in
Savannah. He graduated from Georgia
Southern College with a degree in
journalism. He was a sports writer, a
firefighter and part owner of a bookstore.
Regina “Jean” Graziano
Link
Regina “Jean” Graziano Link (‘72) died
in hospice care on Dec. 15, 2014, in
Statesboro. She was an insurance agent
and was named a “Top Producer” for
United American Insurance Company.
Betty Durden
Betty Durden (‘55) passed away on Dec.
20, 2014, in Metter, Georgia. Durden taught
fifth and sixth grade math for 35 years.
Tina Rodriguez
Tina Rodriguez (‘01) died on Dec. 25,
2014, at Israel Family Hospice House in
Ames, Iowa. Rodriguez taught Spanish
to preschoolers and was a Red Cross
volunteer.
Akiah Kamil “Grace” Smith
Akiah Kamil “Grace Smith” (‘13) of

Statesboro passed away on Dec. 26,
2014. She was an employee of the
Screven County Department of Family
and Children's Services and an advocate
for children in Statesboro.
Barbara (Odom) Milligan
Barbara (Odom) Milligan (‘96) of
Richmond Hill, Georgia, died on Dec.
29, 2014, after battling Idiopathic
Pulmonary Fibrosis. She began teaching
at the age of 19 and taught in SavannahChatham County for 36 years.
Harold Hubert Brown Jr.
Harold Hubert Brown Jr. (‘85) of
Statesboro passed away on Dec. 29, 2014.
He was an administrator with Brown’s
Nursing Home and with Lumber City
Nursing Home in Hazlehurst.
He also coached soccer, football and
softball for the Statesboro-Bulloch County
Parks and Recreation Department.
Joseph Craig “Joe”
Kitchings Sr.
Joseph Craig “Joe” Kitchings Sr. (‘73)
of Hinesville, Georgia, died on Dec. 31,
2014, at Memorial Health University
Medical Center in Savannah. The Eagle
Scout practiced law in Pembroke, Georgia
before opening his own solo legal
practice and later became managing
partner of a legal firm in Ludowici.
Russell Hodgson
Russell Hodgson (‘85) passed away on
Jan. 3 at his home near Atlanta. He was a
retired partner of Repco Sales of Georgia.
Hodgson played football for Georgia
Southern and coached youth football and
other sports for 15 years.
Emma Legare Williams
Jordan
Emma Jordan (‘94) of Douglasville,
Georgia, died at her home on Jan. 3
following a long battle with breast
cancer. She served as a counselor for
elementary and high schools.
John Charles Winkler II
John Winkler II (‘94) of Locust Grove,
Virginia, passed away on Jan. 6. He was a
printing management major and worked
for the manufacturing firm DTI.
Marilyn (Branch)
Thompson
Marilyn Branch Thompson (‘63) of

Pooler, Georgia, died on Jan. 6 in hospice
care. She worked as an accountant for
the Hershey Company and was a retired
employee of Effingham Hospital.
Joseph “Joe” Charlton
Hines Jr.
Joseph “Joe” Charlton Hines Jr. (‘87) of
Bulloch County, Georgia, passed away
on Jan. 8 at St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Savannah. He worked for the family
business, Hines Speedee Dry Cleaners,
for over 30 years and served in the
Georgia National Guard.
Terry Wayne Tyler
Terry Wayne Tyler (‘65) was surrounded
by family when he died on Jan. 10. He
served in the U.S. Army during the
Vietnam War, was a teacher in Florida,
and owned and operated May’s Furniture
in Lake City and Branford, Florida.
Sabrina McBride Rivers
Sabrina McBride Rivers (‘79) of Bulloch
County, Georgia, passed away on Jan. 11
at East Georgia Regional Medical Center
after a brief illness. She was a retired
insurance agent with American General
Life Insurance Company.
Robert Wright Williams
Robert Wright Williams (‘80) of McRae,
Georgia, died on Jan. 12 at his home. He
served in the U.S. Army and worked as
the school psychologist for the Dodge
County Board of Education.
Robert John “Bob” Fulton
Robert John “Bob” Fulton (‘75, ‘’83) of
Tyrone, Georgia, passed away on Jan.
24 surrounded by family and friends.
He served in the U.S. Army and taught
middle school in several Georgia
counties. The gifted musician also was a
school and church choir director, pianist
and organist for many years.
.
Lonnie Dean Brown
Lonnie Dean Brown (‘73) of Swainsboro,
Georgia, died on Jan. 27 at the Mayo
Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida. Brown
retired from CVS Pharmacy after 25
years of service.
James Shelton Evans
James Shelton Evans (‘66,’68) of
Statesboro passed away on Jan. 26 at
his residence. For more than 30 years,
Evans served Georgia Southern as the
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dean of Men, director of the Financial Aid
Department and the assistant director of
the Human Resources Department. He
was an avid supporter of the Southern
Boosters and ‘all things Georgia Southern.’
J. Richard Henry Jr.
J. Richard Henry Jr. (‘80) of Savannah
died on Jan. 28 at his home after a long
illness. He worked for Price Waterhouse
for nine years, became a certified public
accountant and was a co-founder of
Holland, Henry & Bromley, LLP.
Edward Tennent Gibson
Edward Tennent Gibson (‘50) of
Greenville, South Carolina, passed away
on Feb. 1. He was a U.S. Navy Korean War
Veteran and worked for more than 20
years as an Attendance Officer for the
Greenville County School District
Jackie Strange
Jackie Strange (‘47) of Chapel Hill,
North Carolina, died on Feb. 1. She
was born in Stuckey, Georgia, and had
a distinguished career with the U.S.
Postal Service. After several regional
and district positions, she became
Deputy Postmaster General, managing
a $30 billion budget and workforce of
750,000. For many years, Strange was
the highest-ranking woman in the Postal
Service. She was the first graduate to
receive an honorary doctorate from
Georgia Southern.
Sara Alice (Bradley) Darby
Sara Alice Bradley Darby (‘46) of
Statesboro, Georgia, passed away on Feb.
5 at Community Hospice of Northeast
Florida in Jacksonville. She was 91.
Helen Monroe Thompson
Helen Monroe Thompson (‘72) died
Feb. 11 in Greenville, South Carolina,
after struggling with breast cancer. The
elementary and middle school educator
was an avid reader and writer.
David Dunaway
David Dunaway (‘63) of Lumpkin,
Georgia, died Feb. 11. He was a retired
unit director for the Georgia Department
of Juvenile Justice.
Virginia Miller
Virginia Miller (‘61) died at age 103 on
Feb. 18 under the care of Ogeechee
Area Hospice in Statesboro. She was an

educator for 35 years and was the first
woman to serve on the city council in
Sylvania, Georgia.
Dewey Richard Bryant
Dewey Richard Bryant (‘59) of
Jacksonville, Florida, has passed. He was
a teacher in the Duval County Schools
for 37 years.
Edmund Hill
Edmund Hill (‘68, ‘72, and ‘75) was
surrounded by family and friends when
he passed away March 1 in Savannah.
The broker and real estate developer,
antique vehicle collector, avid boater
and fisherman served leadership roles in
numerous civic organizations.
Linda Gail Womack
Linda Gail Womack (‘73) of Decatur,
Georgia, died Feb. 28. The Millen,
Georgia, native spent her 40-year career
working in governmental relations.
Abner Rawlings
“Sonny”Dykes
Abner Rawlings “Sonny” Dykes (‘55) of
Dunwoody, Georgia, died Feb. 25. The
former Georgia Southern baseball player
was an earth sciences and biology teacher
for several Georgia school systems.
Ellen Smith Moore
Ellen Smith Moore (‘80) died March
15 in Macon, Georgia. She worked as a
chief federal probation officer and many
remember her as a gifted alto singer.
Dannie J. Cronian
Dannie J. Cronian (‘61) of New Hartford,
New York, passed away on March 16
at New York State Veteran’s Home. He
retired as a major from the U.S. Air Force.
Marsha Hainley
Marsha Hainley (‘73) passed on March
13 in Brunswick, Georgia. She was an
analyst for the Federal Reserve System
and worked as a registered interior
designer for Georgia Southern.
Jerry Agan Newsome
Jerry Agan Newsome (‘73) passed on
March 13 at Emory University Hospital
in Decatur, Georgia. The Bulloch
County native pursued a career in
pharmaceuticals. He was also a pastor in
the Primitive Baptist faith.

Priscilla Linton Wexler
Priscilla Linton Wexler (‘77) lost her battle
to colon cancer on March 19 in Atlanta.
She was a former flight attendant.

Georgia, passed on April 7. The lifetime
member of the Garden Club of Georgia
had a 34-year career with the Division of
Family and Children Services.

Kelly E. Powell Jr.
Kelly E. Powell Jr. (‘56) of Danville,
California, died March 22. He had a 37year management career with GeorgiaPacific Corporation.

Thomas “Tommy” Clay
Hester
Thomas “Tommy” Clay Hester (‘70) of
Savannah was surrounded by loved ones
when he died on April 14. He achieved a
45-year career in the banking industry
and received numerous accolades for his
involvement in influential community
and professional organizations.

James Monroe Hall Sr.
James Monroe Hall Sr. (‘86) of Savannah
died in March. He spent more than 30
years in the education field as a teacher,
coach and principal.
Thomas E. Tomlinson
Thomas E. Tomlinson (‘76) of Thomson,
Georgia, died on March 25. He served in
the U.S. Army as a military police officer
during the Vietnam War. He retired as a
major from the Georgia State Patrol with
35 years of service.
Linda Joyce Reddick
Linda Joyce Reddick (‘72) of Sylvania,
Georgia, passed in hospice care in March.
She spent most of her career working
with foster families and juvenile
probation issues.
James R. Hagen
James R. Hagen (‘95) of Bluffton, South
Carolina, died at Hospice of Charleston
Feb. 23. He worked in hotel management.
Archie NeSmith Jr.
Retired Colonel Archie NeSmith Jr. (‘51)
died April 8 in home hospice care in
Statesboro. During his distinguished
military career, his assignments included
serving in the Office of the Secretary of
the U.S. Air Force at the Pentagon. He
continued his relationship with the U.S.
Congress during his second career with
AlliedSignal Aerospace. The colonel is
remembered as a world traveler, pianist,
philanthropist and a Georgia Southern
Alumnus of the Year.
Willie Albert “Billy” Smith
Jr.
Willie Albert “Billy” Smith Jr. (‘83) of
Statesboro died April 3 at East Georgia
Regional Medical Center. He was an
Army veteran.

Gordon Leonard Eggleston
Gordon Leonard Eggleston (‘65) of
Fairmont, North Carolina, died at age 86
in April. He was a longtime professor at
Ithaca College in New York.
Judge B. Avant Edenfield
Judge B. Avant Edenfield, a Bulloch
County, Georgia, native and longtime
Georgia Southern supporter died May
9 in a Savannah hospital after battling
lung cancer. He practiced law for 20 years
before former President Jimmy Carter
appointed him to the federal bench in
1978. The judge was one of the Founding
Trustees of the Georgia Southern
University Foundation in 1962.
PROFESSORS
Patricia “Pat” Walker
Patricia “Pat” Walker, beloved professor
in the Betty Foy Sanders Department of
Art, passed away on Jan. 16 after battling
breast cancer for some time. Walker’s
work has been shown in more than
70 exhibitions across the Southeast,
nationally and internationally. She
joined the faculty in 1989 and served as
mentor and professional role model for
Georgia Southern students.
Steven Stepanek
Communication Arts Professor Steven
Stepanek died April 18 at East Georgia
Regional Hospital in Statesboro. The Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, native was a veteran of both
the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy. He had
lived in Statesboro for eight years.

Lonnie Pritchett Sutton
Lonnie Pritchett Sutton (‘60) of Rochelle,
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EAGLE
NATION
MOURNS
They were special—five Georgia Southern University students
whose compassionate nature led them to reach out to help others.
They found their calling in nursing, but their dreams ended
suddenly on April 22. The nursing students—all juniors—lost
their lives in a multi-vehicle accident on Interstate 16 in Bryan
County. It was the last day of their first set of clinical training
caring for patients at St. Joseph’s/Candler Hospital in Savannah.
The students lost that day were Caitlyn Baggett from Millen,
Georgia, Morgan Bass from Leesburg, Georgia, Emily Clark of
Powder Springs, Georgia, Abbie Deloach of Savannah, and
Catherine Pittman from Alpharetta, Georgia. Fellow nursing
students Brittney McDaniel of Reidsville, Georgia, and Megan
Richards of Loganville, Georgia, were injured in the crash. The
students, traveling in two separate vehicles, were stuck in
backed-up traffic on the interstate. According to a Georgia State
Patrol preliminary report, a tractor-trailer following too closely
smashed into one of the vehicles.
“The loss of any student, especially in a tragic way, is
particularly painful,” said University President Brooks A. Keel,
Ph.D., in a heartfelt statement. “Losing five students is almost
incomprehensible.”
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The Georgia Southern community has
honored their memory in different
ways. The day after the tragedy, the
University flag was flown at half-staff
and a candlelight vigil drew thousands
of people to Sweetheart Circle in an
outpouring of love and support. In his
emotional remarks, Keel called Eagle
Nation a family and urged everyone to
remember our fallen Eagles. “Hold on to
that love. Hold on to that support, Eagle
Nation. Hold on to each other,” he said.
A board was set up for people to write and
post notes about the nursing students for
others to read. School of Nursing Chair

COURTESY STATESBORO HERALD/SCOTT BRYANT

56

GEORGIA SOUTHERN

SPR ING 2015

Sharon Radzyminski said the students
were everything that a nurse at Georgia
Southern could represent and that we
should be extremely proud to have
known them.
The School of Nursing Students’
Memorial Fund has been established to
honor the five nursing students. Visit
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/memorial to make a
gift to the Fund.
By all accounts, the five accident victims
were gifted with a generous spirit and
they exuded unconditional love.

THE LIVE S WE LOST
21-year-old Caitlyn Baggett planned
to become a pediatric nurse. Many of the
people in the small town of Millen knew
her and loved her big personality. Her
friends and family say she wasn’t one to
keep quiet. She loved being around kids
and wanted to be a nurse since she was
very young.
BAGGETT

BASS

20-year-old Morgan Bass was creative
and could have pursued a career
in fashion, interior design or even
journalism; however, the straight-A
student who loved pink lipstick never
wavered from her own goal. She loved
working with babies and wanted to
become a nurse anesthetist. After
finishing high school in Leesburg, near
Albany, Georgia, she enrolled at Georgia
Southern and joined Alpha Omicron Pi
sorority and the nursing program.
20-year-old Emily Clark graduated with
honors from Harrison High School in Cobb
County, Georgia. Family and friends say she
was thoughtful, intelligent, loved helping
people and was dedicated to her church
and sorority. Clark was on the executive
council of the Alpha Delta Pi sorority.
Family members say they are hurting but
the pain is “eased with the joy she gave
while here on Earth.”

CLARK

DELOACH

PITTMAN

The father of 21-year-old Abbie Deloach
says his daughter was a compassionate
person who always knew how to comfort
others. She lettered in basketball,
volleyball and track at Savannah Christian
Preparatory School. At Georgia Southern,
she joined Kappa Delta Sorority, a legacy
she shared with her mother. Deloach
was on the homecoming step team and
she played many intramural sports. The
people who knew her best say she could
light up a room.
21-year-old Catherine (McKay) Pittman
graduated from Milton High School in
suburban Atlanta. McKay, as she was
known by her loved ones, was a Southern
Ambassador and president of Alpha Delta
Chi sorority. Her friends say she was
hardworking, determined and could be the
life of the party as well as being the voice
of reason. She chose nursing because of her
strong desire to help others. Her sorority
sisters say McKay was loved by many and
will be remembered always.
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MAGICAL
NOTE
Junior Musician Performs
with Disneyland Band
Eric Spencer, a junior trombone performance major, is spending
this summer performing with top college musicians from
around the country after winning the jazz trombone soloist
chair in the 2015 Disneyland All-American College Band. The
band serves as the “house band” for shows at Disneyland,
and five days a week, Spencer is performing for thousands of
tourists at the Disneyland Resort in Anaheim, California.
The talented musician is one of three tenor trombonists
chosen from numerous colleges and universities throughout
the nation, including schools like the University of Southern
California, Michigan State and Florida State University.
Although there are three tenor trombone positions, there is
only one jazz soloist chair in the section.
To be selected for the band, Spencer survived a two-round
audition process, which included a video submission in the first
round, and a live audition in the second round. “Knowing that
so many of the top musicians in the country like Alex Iles, Harry
Watters and Craig Gosnell, got their start in this band made me
realize what a challenge it would be to make the band, but that
made me want to audition even more,” said Spencer. “Being
selected means that the hard work and preparation I've put in
since day one of attending GSU has really has paid off.”
Spencer is the recipient of the Carol A. Carter Music Scholarship,
the Lewis Stewart Jazz Scholarship and the T.J. Morris Company
Scholarship, and this spring he was awarded the Lon Carnes
Music Scholarship for the 2015-16 academic year.
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“These scholarships have allowed me to continue to attend
school here at Georgia Southern,” Spencer said. “Without these
scholarships, service awards and Georgia’s Hope Scholarship, I
wouldn't be able to attend school without going into debt.”
“Winning the jazz trombone soloist chair in the Disney
All-American College Band is an extremely significant
accomplishment for Eric, and, potentially, this opportunity
could be a most important springboard for the start of Eric's
professional career,” said Rick Mason, D.M.A., professor of
trombone and low brass at Georgia Southern.
The professor said this is the first time the Disneyland AllAmerican Band has selected a Georgia Southern student.
“Eric is an exceptional musician, well versed in both the
traditional classical styles of trombone playing necessary for
symphonic work as well as the commercial jazz style,” Mason
added. “I'm very proud to know he received the foundation
of his professional skills and was afforded the opportunities
to develop into the internationally ranked trombonist he has
become from Georgia Southern University.”
This 11-week opportunity also gives the Georgia Southern
student the chance to record at Capitol Records in Los Angeles.
In addition, Mason has arranged for Spencer to study trombone
with several “first call” Los Angeles studio trombonists.
- crissie elrick

THE GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

Southern Classic
to benefit student scholarships

Save The Date!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2015

East Lake Golf Club
Atlanta, Georgia

GeorgiaSouthern.edu/SouthernClassic

DANIEL

HENDLEY

HODGES

WELCOME
TO THE
FOUNDATION
BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
The Georgia Southern University
Foundation welcomes five new
members to the Board of Trustees. The
new members include Marty Daniel,
Ray Hendley, Dr. John Hodges, Jimmy
Matthews and Jim Van Epps.

MATTHEWS

VAN EPPS
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LEADING
THE WAY
Fundraising Veteran
Joins Advancement

Michael
Shippam has
devoted more
than 30 years
of his career to
fundraising,
and now
Georgia
Southern
University
is benefiting
from his
experience.
He is the
new Associate Vice President for Major
Gifts and the Campaign for University
Advancement. He has significant
expertise in the areas of annual
giving, capital campaign planning and
execution and prospect identification and
cultivation.
Prior to joining Georgia Southern,
Shippam served as the senior director
for Regional Advancement with the
University of Rochester where he
oversaw five regional campaigns,
which generated over $550 million in
commitments toward the University's
overall goal of $1.2 billion.

AN EVENING
WITH THE PRESIDENT
The University welcomed more than 240 alumni to the Alumni Association’s fun and
festive “Evening with the President” event in Atlanta in February. Georgia Southern
President Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D., thanked the guests for attending, and briefed them on
the University’s strategic plans, academic, athletics and research accomplishments. He
also praised the University’s donors and explained the critical role their donations play
in helping Georgia Southern continue to expand its endeavors.
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Here at Georgia Southern, he said he
is focusing on growing philanthropic
contributions at the annual giving, major,
leadership and principal giving levels as
well as expanding the “current base of
philanthropic support from corporations
and foundations in the Southeast.”
Shippam said he couldn’t be happier
about moving his family to Statesboro.
His younger son is a student in the
sport management program at Georgia
Southern.

ON DISPLAY
The Betty Foy
Sanders Georgia
Artists Collection is
held permanently
in the Center for
Art and Theatre.

LASTING
LEGACY
Gov. Sanders Leaves
Gift to Betty Foy Sanders
Department of Art
The Georgia Southern University Betty Foy Sanders
Department of Art received a $500,000 gift from the estate
of former Georgia Gov. Carl E. Sanders. The gift will support
academic initiatives for visual art and design students,
exhibitions, merit-based projects, competitions and
innovative curriculum development.
Sanders, known for making education the first priority of his
administration, directed nearly 60 cents of every tax dollar
into education as governor. His administration added 10,000
new teachers, established a Master Plan for Education and
set minimum standards for public schools. He also began
the Governor’s Honors program for exceptional students,
developed an extensive educational television network,
encouraged school consolidation and greatly expanded
vocational training.
Gov. Sanders’ wife, Betty Foy Sanders, has fostered her
love of learning for art students for more than four decades
at Georgia Southern. A native of Statesboro, Sanders’
commitment to her alma mater has been instrumental in the
advancement of the arts and art education at the University.

“Betty and Gov. Sanders have previously supported the
Department by establishing separate endowments for visiting
artists, student travel and scholarships,” said Robert Farber,
department chair. “Betty also donated the Georgia Artists
Collection to the Department. The permanent exhibit has
grown to more than 80 artworks, making it an invaluable
resource to the state.”
Dean Curtis Ricker added, "The College of Liberal Arts and
Social Sciences is deeply appreciative of the generosity of
Gov. and Mrs. Sanders. Their gifts to the Department have
had an enormously positive effect on our students and will
continue to affect the education of students for many years
to come. Betty's love for art, the Department and institution,
and the Statesboro community is clearly manifested by her
contributions as both an artist and a benefactor. We are
privileged that our art department bears her name."
When her husband was in office, Sanders dedicated her efforts
toward the construction of several fine arts buildings in the
University System. One of those was the Foy Fine Arts Building
on Georgia Southern’s campus, named for her father, J.P. Foy.
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61

SUPPORT

FULL
HOUSE
Donor Society
Celebration

Georgia Southern’s Office of University
Advancement celebrated the University’s
generous donors at the annual Marvin
S. Pittman Society event in April. The
weekend of activities is a way for the
University to honor those who have
provided lifetime gifts of $25,000 to $1
million or more to Georgia Southern. The
Society consists of five giving levels:
the Lantern Walk, Sweetheart Circle,
Southern Fellows, Founders’ Guild and the
President’s Club.
“Our donors are passionate in their
support of the University,” said Salinda
Arthur, vice president for University
Advancement. “We are grateful for
this opportunity to show them our
appreciation and thank them in person for
making a difference at Georgia Southern.
Their gifts enable the University to
fund scholarships and other academic
initiatives that provide our students with
enriching and life-shaping experiences.”
The weekend of activities featured a
reception, a tour of the new Ted Smith
Family Football Center and a recognition
luncheon for new and advancing
members in the Marvin S. Pittman Society.
The festivities also included a Roaring
‘20s Casino Night at the Eugene M. Bishop
Alumni Center.

62

GEORGIA SOUTHERN

SPR ING 2015

AVAILABLE NOW!

GEORGIA

ABC123
MA
DECR
20154

SHOW YOUR TRUE BLUE SPIRIT!
Show your pride for The Eagle Nation with a Georgia Southern license plate!
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/licenseplate
A portion of the proceeds will benefit future generations of
Georgia Southern University students through scholarships.

Reach the Eagle Nation.

EAGLE NATION

Celebration attendees received a VIP tour of
the new Ted Smith Family Football Center as
part of the weekend festivities.

Your business can reach Georgia Southern alumni
and friends throughout the state, region and nation.
Advertise in our Fall 2015 issue by contacting us at:
marketing@georgiasouthern.edu or 912-478-6397
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EAGLE PRIDE
More than 3,000 undergraduates walked in the 2015
Spring Commencement. Judge Dean Bucci, an alumnus,
delivered the keynote address and mascot Freedom
soared high above the Class of 2015.
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